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Empty Bowls offers 
truffles, bowls to-go 
By Liz Kameen 
News Co-Editor 

On Dec. 11, Mrs. Tricia Kaylor 
held the annual Empty Bowls 
f u n d r a i s e r 
with the help 
of her ceramics 
classes. Due to 
C O V I D - 1 9 
restr ict ions , 
the fundraiser 
looked a little 
d i f f e r e n t 
than the 
usual set-up 
that allowed 
f a c u l t y 
members to 
dine-in. 

In the past, Empty Bowls 
would allow students and staff to 
visit during their lunch, pick a bowl 
and fill it with warm soup donated 
from local businesses. 

Due to the current struggle local 
businesses have been experiencing 
because of the pandemic, they 
were not asked for donations this 
year. Instead, the Warrior Cafe 
volunteered to donate their time 
and effort to aid the fundraiser. 

Instead of soup, the culinary 
students handmade and hand-
rolled candy truffles and wrapped 
them in safe and convenient 
packaging. Due to safety concerns 
regarding COVID-19, the truffles 
were take-out only, and social 
distancing guidelines were followed. 
Faculty were encouraged to leave a 

donation after collecting their 
hot coffee, truffles and their 
pick of a student’s bowl. 

Junior Noelani Felix, 
whose bowl was featured in the 

f u n d r a i s e r 
said, “It was 
a fun and 
b e n e f i c i a l 
project for a 
good cause.” 

D e s p i t e 
these classes 
w o r k i n g 
s e p a r a t e l y, 
t h e i r 
t e a m w o r k 
a n d 
c o m b i n e d 
efforts raised 

an estimated $900 so far to 
donate to local food pantries.  

Between five different 
classes, students made 
approximately 100 bowls to 
choose from. This year, the 
theme was a shallow bowl with 
a bubble glaze, so the truffles 
would fit nicely into it. 

Seniors Sophia Fouse 
and Rebecca Jorgenson and 
sophomore Amber Prisco 
volunteered their time to greet 
visitors and accept donations. 

“It was a good time 
interacting with our favorite 
teachers and students. It feels 
good to give back during the 
holidays, especially during these 
hard times,” Fouse said.  

Junior Noelani Felix shows one 
of the many ceramics displayed 
at Empty Bowls.

     Liz Kameen /Del.Aware

By ReiLLy zioLKowsKi

Community News Co-Editor  

The theme for this year’s door decorating is “A Trip Around the 
World.” About 20 teachers have already signed up to participate in this 
simulated getaway, representing destinations such as Bora Bora, Italy, Las 
Vegas and Hawaii.

 “This year with the COVID-19 pandemic, a lot of people have been 
forced to remain home and have canceled plans,” science teacher Mrs. 
Danielle Giordano said. 

The deadline has been moved and winners will be announced after 
everyone returns from break. 
 

 : @del.aware           : @TheDelAwareNews

Students, staff get creative 
for door decorating 

Volunteer opportunities 
bring growth to students
By VictoRia Hoffmann

Editor in Chief  

Throughout a student’s high 
school career, students are urged 
to take advantage of volunteering 
opportunities. Volunteering aids 
in personal growth and building a 
personal resume for college or job 
opportunities according to Times 
Higher Education 

“Volunteering has a larger 
impact on the volunteer than they 
would expect,” National Honor 
Society adviser Mrs. Amanda Pope 
said.

Volunteering has multiple 
benefits for students such as using 
a skill to benefit others, improving 
themselves in terms of personal 
growth and creating a connection 

with one’s community or school.
 Clubs, honor societies and 

classes require a certain amount of 
volunteer hours for its members.

Volunteering opportunities 
can be found within one’s 
community such as helping local 
food pantries, events within one’s 
church or helping neighbors with 
household tasks. 

There are resources such as 
websites to find volunteering 
opportunities locally as well. www.
volunteermatch.org allows one to 
find opportunities that are local.  
The website has themes such as 
technology to be inclusive of 
others skills. In addition, due to 
COVID-19, it offers virtual and 
in-person opportunities. 
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DAY IN THE LIFE OF
Dr. Nicole Cosentino

JF: Jolie Fraggetta (interviewer)
NC: Nicole Cosentino (interviewee)
JF: What made you want to be the high school 

principal?
NC: I think the role of the high school principal 

is really instrumental in maximizing students’ 
academic and extracurricular potential. Also, I love 
high school, and I love kids.

JF: Did you know that you wanted to be a 
principal when you went to college?

NC: No, from the time I was in middle school, I 
wanted to be a social studies teacher. My parents were 
teachers, and I always knew I wanted to be a teacher, 
so that was my goal. When I got into education, one 
of my college professors talked me into pursuing 
leadership paths. At the time, I loved the classroom so 
much I didn’t realize there would be an opportunity 
to mold the classroom and administration. I’m 
super lucky because many schools do not give that 
opportunity, so it’s really a blessing that I’m able to 
do it.

JF: What are the differences between your old 
job and this one, and what new responsibilities do 
you have?

NC: I was assistant principal of academic 
affairs, so it was much more narrow in scope, so the 
responsibilities have just expanded. You’re looking at 
the umbrella of the entire high school. So, you know, 
it covers academics and extracurriculars and budget, 
and staff and personnel and students. I mean, it really 
is the whole gamut, which is exciting.

JF: What is your favorite and least favorite part 
of being principal?

NC: The kids are my favorite. I don’t have a least 
favorite, I really don’t. Everyone has been wonderful. 

JF: What are the main challenges of starting this 
role during a pandemic? 

NC: It’s certainly unchartered territory, and the 
planning process was definitely long and just from 
an administrative team, making sure that we have 
thought about every aspect of the school day. Because 
our whole goal is to make sure everyone is safe and 
safety is something that we really put in the forefront 
of our mind, so it’s just a matter of reanalyzing every 
procedure. Everything we’ve always done we had to 
look at to see what needed to be changed to make 
sure everyone was safe. I think that was probably the 
biggest obstacle. Nothing was the same, but the team 
is amazing, the staff is amazing and the students are 
amazing, so it really has been awesome.

JF: What is your primary concern during this 
time?

NC: Safety is always going to be the concern 
during a global pandemic. And just, again, making 
sure we have reviewed every procedure that we do here 
from fire drills to lunches to after school activities.

JF: Is there anything you want students to know 
during this unprecedented time?

NC: We are all in this together. No matter what 
is thrown at us, we will get through it. We will make 
the best of every situation, regardless of what the 
future holds. We have to be flexible.

JF: As an administrator, why do you continue to 
teach the Combo 11 class?

NC: I think it is critical that our instructional 
leaders are connected to the centerpiece of the 
instruction, which is the classroom. Everything great 
that happens in the school, happens in the classrooms. 
I think it is really important to lead by example and 
be connecting with students and teaching students. 

JF: How do you find balance in your everyday 
life between being a mother, an administrator and a 
teacher?

NC: I absolutely love to be busy. I get up in the 
morning, and I spend the first 30 minutes focusing 
on school when my children are sleeping and making 
sure if there was anything that happened overnight 
it’s taken care of before 5:30 a.m. , and I try to be 
really organized. I do my classwork at home at night. 
I do have to put other responsibilities, or other tasks 
in different parts of my day, but that’s my choice. I 
would rather go home at night with two hours of 
work than give up the classroom.

JF: As a high school principal, what do you want 
students to have learned by the time they graduate?

NC: How to be productive contributing 
members of society, and that will look different for 
every child who walks out of Delaware Valley, but 
we want them to have grit and perseverance, and we 
want them to be able to work through any situation 
that is thrown at them. 
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Dr. Nicole Cosentino, 
the new high school principal, has 

played many essential roles at DV in the 
past 20 years from special education teacher 

to administrator. She is known around the 
school for her big curls and her even 

bigger smile. 
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 Inquiring Photographer
   “Who is your celebrity crush?”

Compiled By Jolie Fraggetta 

“Shawn Mendes”
Sierra Hartmann

Class of 2022

“Rihanna” 
Ethan Gallo 

Class of 2021

“Zac Efron”
Miss Kara Morelli

Staff

“Chris Hemsworth” 
Adrianna Buchanan

Class of 2024

 “Sapnap”
Cassi Weber and Alayna 

Conklin
Class of 2023

“Margot Robbie” 
Austin Mosher
Class of 2021

Holiday spirit shown through 
decorating contest
This year the Del.Aware ran their third annual Holiday Decorating 
Contest. It was open to anyone who wanted to participate in the 

contest. 
Everyone who entered 
displayed their festive 
lights, trees and many other 
decorations.
The first place winner 
of this year’s contest is 
senior Autumn Walzer. Her 
display includes a variety of 
different decorations, and 
her dog was also included 
in her entry. The second 
place winner was junior Sky 
Bower, and senior Ariana 
DiGeso won third place. 
Please stop by D4 or 
contact Mrs. Lordi at lordil@
dvsd.org to pick up your 
prize.
 
Contributed photo / 
Caption by Alex Krakowski  

NHS, Peer Buddies spread holiday cheer
By Stella tannenBaum

Arts & Literature Editor

Many student clubs and 
organizations within the high 
school have been holding 
events and fundraisers to 
celebrate the holiday season 
while giving back to the 
community National Honor 
Society (NHS) and Peer 
Buddies are just a few of the 
clubs spreading holiday cheer 
this season.

NHS lived up to its 
mission of community 
service this holiday season, 
contributing about $680 
in student and club donations to Toys For Kids, an 
organization run by the Marine Corps to help bring 
holiday cheer to children in need.

This annual event usually involves donations of toys 
for children whose parents 
may not have the financial 
resources to purchase 
holiday gifts. This year, 
the organization collected 
monetary donations to 
ensure compliance with 
COVID-19 safety measures.

NHS vice president 
senior Autumn Walzer 
and secretary senior Scott 
Sussman led the initiative, 
forming a committee of 
students within NHS to 
collect and count donations 
during all lunches on Dec. 3 
and 4.

“I wanted to help give back to my community, 
and I thought that was one of the best ways to do it,” 

Walzer said.
Peer Buddies also celebrated the holiday season, 

staying after school until 4:30 on Dec. 7 to make 
creative, festive gingerbread houses.

Peer Buddies, which aims to build a more 
caring, welcoming school community and connect 
students with and without disabilities, is run by Mrs. 
Linnette Saturno in room R16. Peer Buddies meetings 
typically involve engaging activities, such as sports 
or art projects, for the volunteers and students with 
disabilities to participate in together.

This activity began with Christmas music and 
gingerbread house coloring pages. Then volunteers 
and students decorated the gingerbread houses with 
bags of white icing and candies like Twizzlers, M&Ms, 
gumdrops and more.

“My favorite part was working with my friends 
and my peers to make cute gingerbread houses. 
Everyone there seemed really happy with how they 
turned out,” said freshman volunteer Roxy Cauchi.

Freshman Roxy Cauchi helps Danny 
Dascoli decorate his gingerbread house.

            Del.Aware/ Stella Tannenbaum
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Letter Guidelines
The Del.Aware is an administrative reviewed 
publication of  the journalism class of  Delaware 
Valley High School. The Del.Aware will print 
acceptable letters written by current students 
which may be edited or condensed for reasons 
of  libel, good taste, grammar and punctuation.
Mail: Letters to the Opinions Editor, Del.
Aware, 252 Route 6 & 209, Milford, PA 18337
Email: the.del.aware@gmail.com

Del.Aware
Victoria Hoffmann

Editor in Chief
 Kaila Dunn

Managing Editor

mrs. leslie lorDi
Adviser

stella tannenbaum
Arts & Literature Editor

Joclyn irons
Entertainment Editor

maDDy feDun
Science & Technology Editor

   
miKayla KrisanDa
World News Editor

 

A message from the Diversity Club
What is diversity? Whether celebrated or feared, 

nearly everyone has an opinion on diversity in the U.S. 
today. Unfortunately, in nearly every case, this concept 
is manipulated to support one side or another rather 
than truly representing what diversity means and what 
it can do for us.

Diversity in a community is a mix of different 
cultures, ideas, origins and overall demographics. 
Diversity can be at any level too, such as a nation, 
state, city or school. Even without realizing, we can 
end up surrounded by people of all backgrounds and 
experiences. 

When you find yourself in a place that is rich with 
distinct, unique people, it can feel confusing or isolating. 
However, having a group with a lot of variation offers  
different perspectives that we had never considered. 

Asking respectful questions and 
behaving thoughtfully can yield 
amazing discoveries. Interacting 
kindly with those different from 
ourselves can lead to growth on 
both ends, and the opportunity 
for new connections, friendships and 
world-views. 

While at times it may seem that sticking with the 
same type of people is much easier, the opportunity to 
learn and to teach others repays the risk of stepping 
out of your comfort zone. Diversity, while recently 
transformed into a debate topic for the media, is merely 
the chance for education in a complex and growing 
world. 

Diego Maradona - A hero who 
was all too human

As a member of the Cavallaro lineage, I am taught 
the importance of family and its roots. Rooted within my 
family is our place of origin, Naples, Italy, and growing 
up, I was taught that Diego Maradona was the best in 
the business when it came to soccer, especially when he 
played for Naples’ top flight soccer team, Napoli. 

  During Maradona’s tenure with Napoli he secured 
five titles, including a European Cup and Napoli’s first 
Series A title. This impact has left Maradona a cherished 
legend in Naples, however, Maradona was human and 
had his fair share of flaws. 

On the field Maradona’s soccer ability was endless, 
however off the field he was a very flawed person, with 
questionable actions leading some to critique his career. 
However, it was his reactions to the criticism which 

leaves a legacy more than soccer. 
Maradona carried a pride and 

defiance that is second to none. He was able 
to continue to work and strive in the face of adversity. 
Despite his greatness, Maradona was human and made 
mistakes throughout his life, but was able to transcend 
these flaws to focus on what was most important to him: 
soccer. 

This sentiment from Maradona is something that can 
be taken into our lives, especially within a culture that is 
focused on being in the ‘right’ all the time. Sometimes 
it is best to admit one’s mistakes and transcend them, so 
one can get back to what matters most to oneself.

Thank you for shaping my identity, Diego.
Rest in Peace. 

Zoe elaro

Class of 2021

marK caVallaro

Class of 2021

Dear Dela
Dear Dela, I’m a senior, and I’m having 

trouble deciding which route to go for 
college. I know I should be doing applications 
right now, but what I’m not sure about is if 
community college or an out of state college 
would be better for the future. What are 
your thoughts?

-Concerned Senior

Dear Concerned Senior, I know many 
seniors are having the same struggles right now. 
What each senior needs to do is look at his or 
her situation and see what is best for them. 
Community college would be a good option for 
someone who wants to save money while being 
close to home, but an out of state college would 
be a better option for someone who wants to 
branch out. 

Dear Dela, My boyfriend and I have been 
dating for a while, but I noticed that he has 
been texting my best friend often. Should I 
confront them or do nothing about it?

-Confused Girlfriend
 
Dear Confused Girlfriend, This can be 

a sticky situation. You have to think about all 
options. Is there any way your best 

friend and boyfriend could 
be talking about a present 

or planning a surprise party 
for you? Maybe approach one 
of them and calmly ask. Don’t 
jump to conclusions, but don’t 
completely brush it off either. 

emily HerolD
News Editor

Jolie fraggetta
Opinions Editor

maDison Kelly
Sports Editor

KenZie Panetta
Community News Editor
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During the start of the pandemic in March, 
many families decided to adopt a pet as a sense 
of emotional support and entertainment during 
a difficult time. 

The adoption rates increased exponentially 
in March, but pets are slowly being returned to 
shelters. This may be happening because people 
may not have realized how much it costs to 
take care of a pet. It may also be just a means of 
temporary excitement during a time of confusion 
and boredom. 

Despite those reasons, people should not 
adopt a pet if they are not able to take care of 
it. It’s better to not get a pet instead of adopting 
one and then proceeding to return it back to the 
shelter. This could leave the pet in emotional 
distress and even affect its overall health.

Pets get comfortable with their owner and 
their new environment.  When they are returned 

to the shelter, they may 
get confused and even 
sad. It’s not only a difficult 
time for the pet, but it also 
makes it difficult for the shelters. They now 
have to make space again for all the animals they 
thought were sent to good homes.

A way around this problem is fostering, 
instead of adopting, until the pet can find a better 
home. This allows owners to have the benefits 
of having a pet without committing to keep it 
forever. Owners who find that they are unable to 
care for a pet may want to reach out to someone 
they know to see if they could temporarily take 
the animal. 

Reduced staff and volunteers at shelters have 
placed many animals in need of new homes, 
but please do not adopt a pet if it will become 
neglected.

Pets returned to shelters causes 
distress
AbigAil Heisey

Class of 2021

Perform with 
the DV Drama 

Club
Looking for a chance to act, sing and dance? 

Join the DVHS Drama Club! Director Caroline 
Lehman is working with administration in the 

hopes of  a performance of  “Once Upon a 
Mattress” in the late spring, in compliance with 
COVID-19 guidelines and restrictions set by the 
CDC. Club meetings will resume in January and 

auditions will be held in February.

Before I tested positive for 
COVID-19, I took it seriously but not 
as much as I should have. None of my 
family members did. Just like none of 
us knew that one of us had it when 
we got together to celebrate my dad’s 
birthday. 

Being in quarantine for another 
two weeks was even worse than the 
nationwide quarantine. I have no 
choice but to take everything more 
seriously, because I don’t know if I 
can handle another quarantine. I have 
gained a lot of sympathy when I hear 
that somebody has tested positive or 
has to quarantine due to being a close 
contact. 

After all of us who had tested 
positive were finally healthy and back 
into society, I definitely had a new 
point of view. I took many  things 

for granted. 
Yes, wearing a 
mask is certainly 
annoying and a 
pain. However, 
it is a small price to 
pay to be able to enjoy even the little 
things in life. I never realized how 
much I enjoyed going to school, or 
even picking up milk from the grocery 
store.

After having COVID-19, I take 
everything way more seriously than I 
did. I find myself not only thinking 
about myself or those around me but 
also my family and the family members 
of those around me. Luckily, nobody 
in my family really had a hard time 
with COVID-19, but I don’t want to 
take that chance twice.

How contracting COVID-19 
changed my point of view
AidAn FeAn

Class of 2021

AriAnA digeso

Class of 2021
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All winter Keystone Exams have been postponed until further notice. Students or parents who have any questions about 
this change may ask the student’s guidance counselor.

Students, faculty give back to local food pantry
By Mikayla krisanda

World News Editor

This year’s food drive ended Nov. 24 and over 
1,600 cans in total were collected from homerooms.  
Each homeroom was provided with a box to place all 
of the non-perishable items that were collected.

The items collected in the food drive will be 
donated to the Milford Ecumenical Food Pantry. 
During a normal school year, the items collected 
would be divided among three food pantries: the 
Holy Trinity Food Pantry, the Weld Food Bank and 
the Milford Ecumenical Food Pantry. 

“The Milford Ecumenical Food Pantry reached 
out to us early this year saying they needed the extra 
help,” said Student Council adviser Mrs. Crystal 
Wummer.

Social studies teacher Mr. George Gelderman and 

English and Journalism teacher Mrs. Leslie Lordi’s 
homerooms collected the highest number of items. 
Together the two homerooms collected over 600 non-
perishable items. 

“We expected the number of families being hard-
pressed during this time to be a bit lower, but we 
knew that any amount would be helpful to the local 
people in need. It was good to do something that had 
a sense of normalcy,” said Mrs. Wummer. 

Due to COVID-19, the food drive was more 
challenging to organize and execute. Student Council 
faced new challenges this year because they had to 
follow social distancing guidelines; they had limited 
access to empty copy paper boxes since most tasks 
are being done virtually and not on paper; and the 
number of students in school was significantly lower. 

“Last year we had a little over 3000 items. It was 
one of the highest participation rates we have had in a 

while. But again, we have about 25 percent of students 
at home this year, so we have a smaller number of 
students in the building. People in the area are also 
struggling more this year 
because of the pandemic,” 
said Mrs. Wummer.

Junior Historians provide 
veterans meals
Despite the challenges of COVID-19, members of Junior Historians kept 
their Veterans Day Dinner tradition alive. Instead of their usual sit down 
dinner, DV historians handed out packaged meals to 30 local veterans on 
Nov. 10 outside of the high school. 
“I think people want to see the dinner go back to normal as soon as 
possible, but the veterans who came were very grateful,” Adviser Mr. 
Michael Guzenski said.
The club received a citizenship award from the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars for still hosting the dinner. The dinners were provided by John’s of 
Arthur Avenue and included chicken parmesan, stuffed shells and mixed 
vegetables. 
Photo by Victoria Hoffmann/ Caption by Luke Ruggiero

Puzzle Fun
Directions: In the puzzle below, use the clues in order to guess who 

this teacher is. Be the first person to report to Mrs. Lordi in D4 after 8 
a.m. with the correct answers to win a prize. Students cannot win the 

puzzle fun prize if they have already won once before. Good luck!
Last issue’s winner: Sophomore Nicole Steinberg 

Compiled by Emily Herold

• Used to live in New 
Hampshire 

• 
• Teaches math 
• 
• Has an abundance of  

candles 
• 
• Wears a variety of  

turtlenecks 
• 
• Uses the whole 

color palette on the 
smartboard within a 
class period 



By Jolie Fraggetta

Opinions Editor

Mrs. Beth Shomaker is the 
new librarian of the high school. In 
addition to being the librarian, she  
also manages employee attendance, 
substitute teachers and runs the DV-
ACE summer programs. 

Mrs. Shomaker begins her day 
at 5:00 a.m. by calling substitute 
teachers for each absent teacher 
until 7 a.m. Once she arrives at 
school, she opens the Learning 
Commons for students to 
utilize before school starts . 
She stays in the Learning 
Commons until 1 p.m. 
when Mrs. Lori Morley 
comes in to take over for 
the remainder of the day. 

Mrs. Shomaker 
played a large role in 
Chromebook distribution 

by organizing and barcoding each 
Chromebook, then putting them into 
the library catalog where they can be 
tracked by the system when students 
check them out. 

She started working at DV two 
years ago as a secretary. Before her 
career at DV, she worked at Kelly 
Services recruiting substitute teachers 

and, prior to that, at the University 
of Scranton’s library. 

Mrs. Shomaker loves her 
new role as a librarian. She 
enjoys the interaction she 

gets with students and staff 
in-person as they come 
to her with questions 
about technology and 
books. She encourages 
everyone to come 
down and see the 
changes she has 

made to the Learning 
Commons this year. 
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Mrs. Shomaker takes on 
new role of librarian

OoTM prepares for virtual competitions
By Kyla Stead

Staff Writer

Odyssey of the Mind, OotM, is faced with 
multiple challenges this year as they are not preparing 
for live competitions; instead, they will be submitting 
videos in order to be judged. With extracurricular 
activities being cancelled, overcoming these challenges 
is important.   

Both the NEPA regionals competition and the PA 
states competition have gone virtual. OotM members 
will submit their eight-minute skit along with another 
video elaborating on the scored aspects of the skit 
such as how technical devices work. There are some 
elements of competing that are still to be figured out 
as well. 

Some challenges with the virtual switch include 
having to be mindful that videos must be clear enough 
for judges to see on camera, and they also have to find 
someone to film them. 

The teams have less time, as they started meeting 
with their teams this year in early November. Normally, 
they start their season in October. Finishing projects 
on time in order to submit videos now becomes an 
obstacle to overcome because of time constraints. 

Members have been taking props and different 
projects home in order to get their jobs done, but 
props such as backdrops are not able to be brought 
home, which can become an issue if extracurricular 
activities are cancelled longer than predicted. 

“It has been a little stressful trying to keep up, but 
our team has divided tasks to complete over the break 

at home,” senior Alice Cauchi, a five-year member of 
OotM, said. 

“This year we will have to use our practice time 
wisely and bring more projects home, so by March 
we will be competition ready,” senior Abigail Vogel, a 
ten-year member of OotM, said. 

They plan on setting up Zoom meetings as well 
in order to talk with their team and increase their 
practice time. 

The lack of performing is also something that 
members will have to adapt to.

“Adapting to a virtual competition will be 
interesting especially since we love to perform for our 
friends and family,” Cauchi said. 

Overall, the team is hoping for a great season 
where they intend to give their best video performances 
despite the current restrictions. 

“I think this season is going to just be another 
problem for us to solve,” senior Anna Bailor said.

By Kyla Stead

Staff Writer

Mrs. Linnette Saturno’s class in 
room R16 was in the holiday spirit 
while decorating gingerbread cookies 
on Dec. 15. They decorated the cookies 
while learning how to read people’s 
facial expressions and body language to 
improve their social skills. 

They decorated the gingerbread 
cookies as an exercise to improve friendly 
and happy social skills for the holidays. 

The students used a 
variety of different toppings such as icing, 
sprinkles and different sorts of candies to 
decorate their cookies. 

Other students in different 
classrooms made crafts and participated 
in holiday gift tag and gift wrapping 
activities. Some students even collected 
their own sticks outside in order to create 
a Christmas tree, where they glued the 
sticks on paper. These activities were 
especially unique for this unpredictable 
holiday season. 

“Adapting to a virtual competition will 
be interesting. Especially since we love to 
perform for our friends and family,”

- Senior Alice Cauchi

Students decorate cookies 
for holidays

Kyla Stead/Del.Aware
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Annual Turkey Trot held 
virtually
The annual Turkey Trot was virtual this year because of COVID-19 
safety concerns. 
Participants registered and received a free T-shirt for the event. 
They were asked to wear their shirt and run the 5K on their own 
at any time during November and to record and submit their 
times. 
The first place male winner was senior Adam Kanterman, who 
had a time of 17 minutes and 15 seconds. The first place female 
winner was senior Janice Healey, with a time of 23 minutes and 
42 seconds. 
Participants donated over 300 non-perishable food items for local 
food pantries. 
Contributed photo/Caption by Maddie Mallon

The math lab will now be located in A3 during fifth period. For all other periods, check the paper in 
your math teacher’s room to find out which room it will be located in. 

Leadership and 
Adventure Education 
promotes self growth 
By Kaila Dunn

Managing Editor  

Leadership and Adventure Education 
is a class open to only juniors and seniors 
designed to promote characteristics of 
effective leaders. 

Typically the 
semester begins 
with learning and 
going over the 
Seven Habits of 
Highly Effective 
Teens. Through 
this, icebreakers, 
games and team 
building exercises 
are formed. These activities all help to 
build leadership skills. 

Students enrolled in the course are 
able to go through an experientially 
based self-discovery that emphasizes 
interpersonal relationships as well as 
personal growth. Students must take part 
in all group activities which help them 

expand their physical and emotional 
limits. They may though opt out of any 
individual activities that they feel are 
beyond their personal limits. 

“It [Leadership and Adventure 
Education] has taught me how to work 
together with others as a team and how to 

combine everyone’s 
ideas. I like that there 
are always activities 
to do and that we 
make different 
activities too,” said 
senior Sam Hurley.

Although the 
class is not exactly 
the same as previous 

years, students are still able to enjoy 
the various games and activities that 
teachers Mrs. Jennifer Marchetti and 
Mrs. Heather Holdredge come up with. 

“We have had to get a little creative 
because of social distancing like setting 
a timer so we are not too close for more 
than 10 minutes,” said Mrs. Marchetti.

Honor societies adapt to virtual platform for inductions 
By aDrienne GorDon

Entertainment Co-Editor

On Nov. 12, at the fourth annual National Art 
Honor Society, Dr. Irene Lantz inducted 10 new 
members. Due to inclement weather, the National 
Honor Society induction will be after the winter 
recess, and officers will induct 88 new members.

The National Art Honor Society (NAHS) aims to 
help members attain the highest standards in art areas 
and bring art education to the school and community’s 
attention. Among the new inductees, there were six 
seniors, three juniors and one sophomore. 

Despite COVID-19 restrictions, the NAHS 
induction was able to be held in the school using a 
hybrid system. Parents and online students watched 

the ceremony through zoom,  while in-person students 
attended the induction in Dr. Lantz’s classroom. 

During the ceremony, student speakers talked 
about what the NAHS is about and how art can 
improve the community, initiate change and make 
better leaders. 

“I think the positive 
was that it still felt like an 
induction ceremony,” said 
adviser Dr. Lantz. 

National Honor Society 
(NHS) elevates a school’s 
commitment to leadership, service, character and 
scholarship. Selection into NHS is based on how 
students utilize those four values in their community 
and academic achievements. 

This year, the selection committee chose 88 juniors 
and seniors to join the preceding NHS members. 
Typically, the induction ceremony happens in early 
November, but due to COVID-19 pushing back 
officers’ selection, the induction has been delayed. 
Usually, the large member intake generates a large 

audience in the auditorium 
to watch the ceremony. 
Restrictions on the number 
of individuals allowed indoors 
make an in-person induction 
very challenging. 

To navigate around the limitations, the induction 
will be filmed, compiled and distributed for the 
inductees. As of right now, how the induction is going 
to be filmed is unknown. 

“I think the positive was that it 
still felt like an induction ceremony,” 

     - Dr. Irene Lantz

“We had to get a little creative 
because of  social distancing rules, 
like setting a timer so we are not 
too close for more than 10 minutes” 

     -Mrs. Jennifer Marchetti 
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Congratulations to senior Jennifer Yulfo who is to participate in 
All-National Honors Concert Band on Jan. 7 this upcoming year.

By Kaila Dunn 
Managing Editor 

On Dec. 14, the orchestra recorded 
their winter concert to send home to the 
student’s families. 

Students recorded their songs during 
the school day, while Zoom students 
played along to the recording. 
Orchestra teacher Miss Lauren 
Flack then overlapped all the 
tracks over one another in order 
to put the full piece together. 

The students 
performed a total of 
five songs. These songs 
included “It’s the Most 
Wonderful Time of the Year” 
arranged by Bob Cerulli, “Ice 
Sculptures” composed by 

Brian Balmages, “Libertango” composed 
by Astor Piazzolla and arranged by Kazik, 
“Hanukkah Habanera” arranged by Tim 
McCarrick and “Christmas Eve/ Sarajevo 
12/24” as performed by Trans- Siberian 
Orchestra and arranged by Bob Phillips. 

During “Christmas Eve/ Sarajevo 
12/24,” sophomore Eddie Nieves played 
guitar and senior Lucas Helms, junior 

Kayla Jensen, sophomore Celi Denhalter 
and freshman Hayley Danczewki 

played the electric instruments. 
Solos were performed by 

senior Kenzi Neighbors and 
sophomore Wil Salus. 

“It is hard because everything 
is so different from what we usually 
do, but I am glad that we were able 
to find a way to show what we have 
been working on,” said Miss Flack.

Orchestra records virtual 
concert to send home

Band adjusts to recording 
process 

Chorus records concert, 
adapts to restrictions

By Kyla SteaD

Staff Writer 

The concert band has been 
recording their songs, and over the 
next few weeks 
digital recordings 
will be available 
for everyone to 
listen to. 

They have 
been recording 
sixth period when 
all band members 
who attend that 
period are present, and students in 
seventh period have been recording in 
sections. 

A base recording is taken, and 

background noise is edited out. 
Students at home then listen to that 
file and record themselves to send to 
concert band director Mr. Richard 
Bullock.

“Soloists have 
individual recording 
sessions with me, 
recording just their 
part while listening 
to the band tracks,” 
Mr. Bullock said. 

The songs being 
recorded are “Let the 
Bells Ring,” “Into 

the Unknown,” “Rest,” “Redemption,” 
“The 8th Candle - A Prayer and Dance 
for Chanukah” and “English Folk 
Song Suite.” 

By Stella tannenBaum

Arts & Literature Editor

Chorus plans to persevere through 
the pandemic, recording their holiday 
performance outdoors with all members 
of the chorus socially distanced and 
wearing masks to adhere to COVID-19 
safety precautions.

While the recording was originally 
going to occur after school on Dec. 
15, the new restrictions caused 
postponement until Dec. 16 during 
school. However, because of the 
early dismissal on Dec. 16, the 
recording will occur after winter 
break.

In the seasonal spirit, the chorus 
will sing “Sleigh Ride” by Leroy 

Anderson. While the melody of this song 
is widely known, it is a difficult song 
to perform due to its complexity and 
multiple parts.

“The big thing is breaking it down to 
accurately sing the right 

pitches,” chorus teacher Mr. 
Richard Horst said.

The final destination 
for the recording has yet 
to be determined; one 

possibility is inclusion 
in a v i r t u a l 

v a r i e t y 
show by 

the Tri-
State Chorale, 

a local community 
choir.

By luKe RuggieRo

Sports Co-Editor 

Since the jazz band will not be able 
to hold their annual 
holiday concert due 
to COVID-19, they 
have found a new 
way to bring their 
music to listeners. 

They have 
spent the last two 
months recording individual tunes 
and combining them into a recorded 
concert, with Zoom students listening 
to rough drafts of songs and submitting 
their recorded instruments through 
Schoology.

“It’s sort of a work in progress and 
a lot of trial and error. We’re trying 
different microphones and setups to get 

the best sound,” ensemble conductor 
and teacher Mrs. Tina Reece said.

Songs being recorded include 
“Lover’s Leap,” “Arnge Drank,” “Lulu’s 

Back in Town,” “I 
Remember You” 
and “Jazz Police.” 

“We are 
recording our 
songs repeatedly 
and trying to craft 
the most balanced 

and quality music,” said senior Aiden 
Sykes, who has a trumpet solo on  
“Arnge Drunk” and “Lulu’s Back in 
Town.”

While the recording portion is 
well underway, a release date for this 
project remains undetermined.

Jazz band progresses 
with concert recording

“It’s been a challenge 
doing this, but it’s also been a 
learning experience.” 

     - Mrs. Tina Reece
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“Soloists have individual 
recording sessions with me, 
recording just their part while 
listening to the band tracks.”

     - Mr. Richard Bullock
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Forklift experiences delays in recovery effort
By Madison Kelly 
Sports Editor

On Nov. 16, a kitchen fire started at the Forklift 
Cafe due to an electrical problem that spread 
throughout the interior causing major damage to the 
inside of the restaurant.

Owner LoriAnn Rosencrance Hines is waiting to 
hear from insurance adjusters before making any plans 
for remodeling and predicting when they will reopen.

“The main crew has created a Pinterest board 
of what we want for the future, but she [LoriAnn] 
is keeping the theme of the restaurant,” employee 
Courtney Kelly said.

Hines’s theme is described by employees and 
customers as colorful. When she first bought the 
restaurant in 2007, Hines brought in interior designers 
that focus primarily with the feng shui style to guide 
her in painting the place. The entrance is painted 
green to symbolize wealth and money, the kitchen is 
red for the sensation of warmth and the dining room 
is a series of yellows and oranges to bring a nice homey 
feel.

In response to the accident, two GoFundMe sites 

were set up to help Hines for the reconstruction and 
costs of damage. One was created by Forklift employee 
Grace Gutschmidt which has raised $10,150. The 
other was created by community member Cary 
Giacalone which has raised $13,585. Both figures 
were updated as of Dec. 17.

Both GoFundMes showed the impact the cafe 
had on the community, as many came together to 
help Hines in a time of need.

“The Forklift Café is best known for its 
amazing food, beautiful atmosphere and enormous 
community. Owner LoriAnn Hines has worked 
tirelessly to make this place people’s second 
homes and has given so much to her community,” 
Gutschmidt said.

Though the Forklift is soon to be in 
reconstruction, both employees and customers miss 
the atmosphere, work setting and presence the owner 
provided. 

“I started working at the Forklift when I was 15, 
and it’s turned into my second home. Besides losing 
my main source of income, I lost my favorite place to 
go to see my best friends. Something good to come 
out of this is to see all the support and help she’s 

received from everyone after all she’s given to them,” 
employee Karley May said.

H a v e 
you been looking for a 

lovable and friendly addition to your 
family? If so, then this dog could end your 

search.
River is a five-year-old Labrador Retriever/Golden 

Retriever mix who is neutered and up to date on all of his shots. He 
has been at the Oscar Rescue shelter for several months and is looking 

for his forever home. 
According to the volunteers at the shelter, “River is a sweet, friendly boy. 

He loves attention and gets along with people and other dogs.”
The volunteers said, “River isn’t picky. [He] is happy just to have a full bowl 

and go for a walk with the volunteers in the evenings. He is at our shelter and                                       
 just happy when he gets out of his kennel.”

Although he is a very sweet dog, it is recommended that River is adopted 
into a family without small children due to his large 
size of 77 pounds. He has not yet been cat tested so the 
volunteers are unsure of his attitude towards them.

If you are interested in adopting River or learning 
more information about him or any other dog, 
please contact One Step Closer Animal Rescue at 
(973)-810-2853 or email them at 

OSCARRescue@yahoo.com. You can 
also visit their website: http://www.

oscaranimalrescue.org/ 

Columns Museum hosts 
Christmas tree extravaganza 
By alex KraKowsKi 
Staff Writer

This year, on Dec. 12,  a tree 
lighting ceremony, along with a small 
reception, was held at the Columns 
Museum by the Pike County Historical 
Society. They are hosting the event so 
that the holidays can be enjoyed while 
still being socially distanced. 

The drive-through event display 
will be open to the public to enjoy from 
5 p.m. - 8 p.m. every night until the 
new year. 

To get people involved in the event, 
the Pike Autism Support Services asked 
the community to design and decorate 
small puzzle pieces in order to be hung 
on the trees.

Student from the Combo program 
took the time to decorate puzzle pieces.  

The trees sparkle with every 
ornament designed and donated by the 

community, and one tree is dedicated 
specifically to Autism awareness.

The museum was decorated with 
blue, white and red lights. Additional 
decorations in the drive through were a 
light up Santa and a sign for the North 
Pole.

By Kenzie Panetta 
Community News Editor

Madison Kelly/Del.Aware

Due to electrical issues, the Forklift Cafe caught 
on fire and is now anticipating renovations. 

 Alex Krakowski/Del.Aware

Pike County Historical Society 
is hosting a Christmas drive 
through event dedicated to Autism 
awareness.  
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New Weis Markets opens, brings relief to area
By Adrienne Gordon 
Entertainment Co-Editor

On Nov. 19, excited customers flocked to the 
new Weis Markets’ grand opening on Route 739 in 
Dingmans Ferry. 

The store, which has 165 employees and 
counting, is equipped with a pharmacy, gas station, 
full-service meat and seafood departments, a deli with 
a large variety of sliced meats and cheeses and freshly 
prepared sushi daily. 

It also offers Weis 2 Go Online ordering, where 
customers can order groceries online for either pick-
up or at-home delivery. 

Construction of the 46,000 square-foot building 
began in early 2020 but was halted frequently due to 
COVID-19. 

For many years, the site actively sought to add a 
new building, so Weis Markets decided to expand on 
the Lords Valley store. With a larger store and more 
variety, the new Weis Markets was created to alleviate 

some pressure from the Lords Valley location.
Since the grand opening, both the Lords Valley 

and Dingmans Ferry locations have seen great business, 
but the Dingmans Ferry stire has capitalized on some 
of the Lords Valley customers with the pharmacy and 
gas station-- creating a one-stop shopping experience. 
The store expects increased sales in the summer due 
to tourism and because many 
residents may spend the summer 
home again due to COVID-19.  

Dingmans Ferry residents 
were excited for this addition 
because, unlike surrounding 
areas, it lacked a supermarket, 
and residents had to travel to 
Milford or Lords Valley for their 
shopping needs. 

“I think the store is doing wonders for the 
community. It’s closer for a lot of the families who live 
in all these communities down here in the Dingmans 
area that do not have to travel all the way up to the 

Lords Valley store or to Jersey to do their shopping,” 
assistant manager Jason Bonavolgia said.

This addition has also created many new jobs for 
the community. Out of the applicants, hundreds of 
teenagers have applied, and many were chosen to join 
the team.

 “I’ve had so many compliments-- it’s overwhelming 
the impact we’ve made on the 
communities already, and we’re 
still in the infancy part of the 
store. So, I think it’s just going to 
grow and grow and grow,” Jason 
said. 

 Weis Markets is also 
flexible to their employees lives, 
management has worked around 

school schedules to give their employees a good work-
life balance. 

People are eagerly anticipating to know what 
stores will accompany Weis Markets in the Dingmans 
Plaza, but there are only rumors right now. 

 “It’s overwhelming the impact 
we’ve made on the communities 
already, and we’re still in the infancy 
part of  the store.” 

- Jason Bonavoglia 

Restaurant Review: Carini 
Cucina & Pizzeria
By MikAylA krisAndA 
World News Editor

Carini Cucina & 
Pizzeria is an Italian 
restaurant located 
at 203 6th St. in 
Milford. I recently 
visited the pizzeria 
with my friends, and 
we ordered Pesto alla 
Carini pizza with the 
cheesy garlic bread. 

The service was 
fast and efficient. 
While our food was 
being made, we went 
back to our car, and it 
was brought directly 
to us. The total 
price came to about $22, which is very 
reasonable. Inside of the restaurant, the 
atmosphere was charming and inviting. 

The pizza itself is described on the 
menu as sliced tomato, spinach, pesto 

and garlic topped with mozzarella and 
parmesan cheese. The pesto sauce mixed 
with the sliced tomato and spinach was 

a perfect combination 
of flavors, and it tasted 
delicious. The crust was 
cooked perfectly, and 
in my opinion, Carini 
Cucina & Pizzeria 
makes some of the best 
pizza I have ever had. 

The pizzeria makes 
so many different 
types of pizza, some 
of which I have not 
heard of before. Several 
of these include the 
Old World pizza, the 
Fugazzeta pizza and the 
Notorious BLT pizza. 

They also make gluten free and vegan 
options, which is inclusive for health 
based diets and personal preferences. 

Overall, Carini Cucina & Pizzeria 
offers excellent food and good service.

Carini Cucina & Pizzeria offers 
excellent food, an inviting 
atmosphere and quality 
service.

Source: google 

Willow offers a variety 
of holiday gifts
By MAddie MAllon

News Co-Editor

Willow, located at 317 Broad St in 
Milford, is a great place to look for gifts 
during the holiday season, especially 
for a person who 
is difficult to shop 
for. They have a 
large and unique 
selection including 
furniture, decor 
and a variety 
of trinkets and 
gourmet foods. 

Owner Laura 
Staine started 
creating gourmet 
gift baskets in 
2010, and over the 
years her business 
expanded to what it is today.

Due to COVID-19, Willow 
closed in March and reopened in late 
June. Staine says this will take a while 

to recover from, but since the store 
reopened it has thankfully been as busy 
as it usually is during the fall and winter 
season.

Every inch of the store is decorated, 
with several Christmas trees decorated 

in different styles of 
ornaments, from 
woodsy to vintage. 
Staine said one of 
the best gifts people 
can give or receive 
are ornaments 
because they never 
forget who gave 
them to them. 

Willow also 
carries a wide range 
of baby clothes 
and toys. They sell 
women’s clothes 
and products like 

bath bombs, perfumes and lotions. 
Their diverse selection makes them 

a unique and fun store to shop in.

Willow offers a unique selection 
of gifts. 

Maddie Mallon/Del.Aware
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NBA finalsSept.
30.
The Los Angeles Lakers 

won the 2019-2020 NBA 
finals.
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Super Bowl
Feb.

7
Jennifer Lopez and Shakira 

performed a medley of songs, 
both together and separate, at the 
Super Bowl.

START
2020 has left its mark on the 

world. Between the pandemic, world 
wide wildfires and even a Hamilton 

revival, everyone will always 
remember the interesting events that 

happened this year.  
For many, this year was about 

discovering themselves, new interests 
and reconnecting with friends and 

family via the internet. Regardless of 
what people did over quarantine, this 

was certainly a year to remember. 

Among Us
Oct.

1
The mobile game “Among 

Us” came out in 2018 but rose in 
popularity in October.

Nov.
3
Voters cast their ballots for 

the U.S. presidential election and 
anxiously waited for results.

Natural Disasters
As the largest fire in California's 

history, the August Complex was caused by 
a series of lightning strikes.The fires within 
the complex ignited Aug. 16 and 17 and 

burned over a million acres of land.
Hurricane Laura was a category four 

and made landfall on Aug. 29. It was 
one of the costliest storms for Louisiana 

agriculture.

Popular Shows 
& Movies

Quarantining during the pandemic has 
not been easy, but many people found new 
movies and TV shows on Netflix to distract 
them from reality. Popular Netflix originals 

on everyone's 2020 list include: "Enola 
Holmes," "Tiger King," "Outer Banks," 
"Sweet Magnolias" and "The Umbrella 

Academy."

Aug. 11
Perseid meteor 

shower

A Flashback at the Wild Winds of 2020
 Donald Trump was 

impeached by the House of 
Representatives for the charges of 
abuse of power and obstruction of 
Congress. He was later acquitted 
by the Senate.

Impeachment Jan. 
16Jan. 2

First murder 
hornet sighted in 

Washinton

~Sophia Perrin

~Kyla Stead

~Sophia Miller

Compiled by Kenzie Panetta, Stella Tannenbaum, Maddie Mallon, Emily Herold and Alex Krakowski



Event Title
Jan.
??
The Sparkomatic Cafe & 

Talkhouse provides a wide range 
of coffee, breakfast and lunch 
options and baked goods.

Protests Begin
June

6
In response to the killing of 

George Floyd, approximately 
half a million people in the U.S. 
protested against police brutality.

Royals leave
Apr.

1
Prince Harry and Meghan 

Markle left the Royal family 
in order to become more 
independent.
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Super Bowl
Jennifer Lopez and Shakira 

performed a medley of songs, 
both together and separate, at the 
Super Bowl.

Last day of 
school

Mar.
13
President Donald Trump 

declared COVID-19 a national 
emergency and schools 
across the U.S. closed.

Election
Nov.

3
Voters cast their ballots for 

the U.S. presidential election and 
anxiously waited for results.

Music
Despite the postponements and 

cancellations of many music events this year, 
the music industry continued to release new 

songs and albums. 
A few popular albums were “Folklore” 

by Taylor Swift, “Fine Line” by Harry 
Styles and “Future Nostalgia” by Dua Lipa. 
Some of the top songs from this year were 

“Blinding Lights” by The Weeknd and 
“Circles” by Post Malone.

Popular Shows 
& Movies

Quarantining during the pandemic has 
not been easy, but many people found new 
movies and TV shows on Netflix to distract 
them from reality. Popular Netflix originals 

on everyone's 2020 list include: "Enola 
Holmes," "Tiger King," "Outer Banks," 
"Sweet Magnolias" and "The Umbrella 

Academy."

FINISH

TikTok Trends
Throughout this crazy year, TikTok 

provided a welcomed escape from reality. 
In April the app hosted a virtual 

prom where users could dress up in prom 
attire and post videos using the hashtag 

TikTokProm. 
In September, with the uncertainty 

that Halloween could be celebrated, the 
ghost photoshoot became a safe way to get 

together and dress up with friends.

A Flashback at the Wild Winds of 2020

Overall, 2020 has been a very 
crazy year for everyone. Here’s to 
2021 being a peaceful, productive and 
pandemic-free year!

May 31
first SpaceX 

launch

April 27 
Pentagon 

publishes UFO 
video

~Sophia Perrin

~Reilly Ziolkowski

~Alex Krakowski
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World News
Turbulent battle between Trump, Biden formally ends
By Kenzie Panetta

Community News Editor

The 2020 presidential election occurred on Nov. 
3 amidst the chaos and confusion caused by the 
outbreak of COVID-19.

For many United States citizens, the presidential 
election is essentially over after one of the candidates 
wins the majority of the electoral votes and is 
declared president-elect, and the opposing candidate 
formally concedes. However, this year’s election has 
encountered many obstacles that caused the results 
to be delayed. 

Due to the worldwide pandemic, a record 
number of Americans chose to either vote early 
or send their ballots in through the mail to avoid 
standing in long lines at polling locations.

President Donald Trump argued that fraud had 
taken place and claimed that his opponent was trying 
to seize power. 

President Trump refused to concede to Joe Biden, 
filing over 50 lawsuits that questioned the election 

processes, vote counting and voter verification processes 
in multiple states including Pennsylvania, Nevada, 
Texas, Michigan, Wisconsin, Arizona and Georgia. 

All of these lawsuits put forth by President Trump 
and his legal team were dismissed by judges due to the 

lack of evidence of widespread voter fraud.
On Dec. 14, over a month after the tense and 

vigorous battle between President Trump and Biden, 
Biden was officially named the president-elect of the 
United States by the Electoral College. 

With his victory, California Sen. Kamala Harris 
was proclaimed the vice president. Harris is the first 
black woman and the first person of South Asian 
descent to claim this title.

In deciding his first wave of Cabinet picks and 
choices for White House staff, Biden has placed 
much importance on experience and qualifications. 

On Jan. 3, the new Congress will be sworn 
into office, and three days later on Jan. 6 the new 
members will again count the electoral votes to 
ensure that either one of the candidates have reached 
the required 270. 

If it is confirmed that Biden has achieved the 
necessary number of electoral votes, he will be sworn 
into office on Jan. 20 as the new president of the United 
States, and Harris as the vice president. 

By Victoria Hoffmann

Editor in Chief

On Oct. 22, Poland courts ruled 
that legal abortions violate the 
country’s Consitution, therefore 
effectively banning almost all 
abortions. However, this ruling 
specifically targeted the most common 

type of pregnancy termination: fetal 
abnormalities.

The Constitutional Court 
claimed that abortions, when “prenatal 
tests or other medical indications 

indicate a high probability of severe and 
irreversible fetal impairment or of an 

incurable life-threatening disease,” 
is a violation of the constitutional 
right to life.

The near total ban excludes 
abortions that are case specific 

such as incest, rape or if the 
woman’s life is in danger. 

In response, tens of 
thousands of protesters took 

to the streets to protest. When the 
protests started the main focus was on 
women’s rights, however, as the protests 
continued demonstrators’ frustrations 
reflected anger and grievances towards 
the government over alleged corruption, 
religious influence and extreme control.

Polish law enforcement have tried to 
combat and control the protests through 
tear gas, blockades and other tactics.

As a result of the ongoing social 
unrest, the law banning abortion was 
delayed indefinitely due to the outbreak 
of protest. President Andrzej Duda 
tried to compromise with protesters 
and proposed a law that would make 
abortions legal when the fetus has lethal 
abnormalities. However, protesters are 
still rallying for abortions to be legal and 
are not settling for a compromise.

“It is too late now for such a 
proposal. People demand abortion to be 
legal now,” said Klementyna Suchanow, 
one of the organizers of recent protests. 

Protests over women’s rights 
erupt in Poland 

The Electoral College officially declared Joe Biden 
president-elect on Dec. 14. 

Source: ap news

By SoPHia miller
Arts & Literature Co-Editor

The Period Products (Free 
Provision) (Scotland) Bill marks 
Scotland as the first country in the 
world to make menstrual products 
free of cost. This bill, which according 
to NPR was passed unanimously, 
will allow any person requiring these 
products to get them for free.

According to BBC, the bill was 
created by Monica Lennon, who has 
been campaigning to abolish the luxury 
tax for several years. She comments that 
this bill is a “practical and progressive 
piece of legislation” that will help many 
women, trans men and non-gender-
conforming individuals stay out of 
poverty due to the high cost of these 
products.

Period poverty is a large issue in 
Scotland. According to a survey done 
by the organization Young Scot, “about 
one in four respondents at school, 

college or university in Scotland had 
struggled to access period products.” 
Further research proves that, “about 
10% of girls in the UK 
have been unable to 
afford period products; 
15% have struggled to 
afford them; and 19% 
have changed to a less 
suitable product due to 
cost.” 

By enacting this 
monumental bill, 
Scotland will be making 
an overall positive impact on 
the world and on those who 
need to use these products. 
Several other countries are 
starting to take a step in the 
same direction as Scotland, 
some of these being 
England and certain states 
in the United States.

Scotland to make sanitary 
products free
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World News
Iran’s top nuclear scientist killed in ambush
By Danny Zhivkovich

World News Co-Editor
Iran’s top nuclear scientist, Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, 

was assassinated east of Tehran on Nov. 27 by a remote 
controlled machine gun operating out of another car, 
according to the Fars News Agency.

The Iranian authorities have put out conflicting 
accounts as to how the scientist was killed.

On the day of the attack, the defence ministry said 
there was a gunfight between Fakhrizadeh’s bodyguards 
and several other gunmen.

Another report from the Fars News Agency said 
that Fakhrizadeh was travelling with his wife in a bullet 
proof car, alongside three other security personnel 
vehicles, when he heard what sounded like bullets 
hitting his vehicle. Fakhrizadeh proceeded to exit his 
car to determine what had happened.

As he got out of the car, a satellite-remote-controlled 
machine gun opened fire from a Nissan stopped about 
164 yards from Fakhrizadeh, the agency said.

Fakhrizadeh was hit at least three times, according 
to Fars News. The Nissan quickly exploded after the 

assassination occurred. 
Many Iranian leaders have blamed Israel for the 

assassination.
Supreme Leader 

Ayatollah Seyyed Ali 
Khamenei took to Twitter 
on Nov. 28 on an account 
that often carries out his 
official statements saying, 
“Mr. Mohsen Fakhrizadeh 
was killed by the oppressive 
enemies. This rare scientific 
mind lost his life for his 
everlasting great scientific 
work. He lost his life for 
God and the supreme 
leader.”

The Iranian Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Javad 
Zarif called upon the rest 
of the world saying they need “to end their shameful 
double standards” and “condemn this act of state 

terror.” Zarif added that the attack showed “serious 
indications of Israeli role.”

With many top Iranian officials blaming Israel, 
Khamenei and others have 
promised revenge for the 
killing of Fakhrizadeh. 

Iran has provided 
no evidence of Israeli 
involvement, and Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s office has 
declined to comment on the 
killing.

The killing of Fakhrizadeh 
is being closely monitored by 
the White House. On Nov. 
27, President Donald Trump 
retweeted Israeli journalist 
Yossi Melman, who wrote 
that Fakhrizadeh, “was head 

of Iran’s secret military program and wanted for many 
years by Mossad,” Israel’s foreign intelligence agency.

By Reilly Ziolkowski

Community News Co-Editor

Since the re-election of President 
Andrzej Duda on July 13, about 100 
Polish towns have announced that 
they have become “LGBT free zones’’ 
or are “free of LGBT ideology.” This 
means citizens 
in the LBGT 
community who 
live in these 
towns must hide 
their true selves. 
During Duda’s 
campaign, he 
spoke about 
banning same-sex 
adoption and compared LGBT beliefs 
to communism which has reignited 
discrimination towards the LGBT 
community.

In August, activists in Warsaw 
started to protest against these anti-
LGBT policies. In response, police 

detained 47 people who were either 
peacefully protesting or acting as 
bystanders. 

The European Union, which 
supervises economic and political affairs 
in 27 European states, has blocked 
funding for many of these towns where 
state and local laws have been in support 

of these “LGBT free 
zones.” 

“EU values and 
fundamental rights 
must be respected by 
Member States and state 
authorities,” European 
Commissioner for 
Equality Helena Dalli 

said. 
In addition to the EU, diplomats 

from 50 different countries have 
spoken up calling for an end to this 
discrimination. Despite all efforts to 
fight against and end these “LGBT free 
zones” over the past six months, there 
still is no resolution.

Discrimination against LBGT 
community arise in Poland

Israeli and Western security sources say 
that Fakhrizadeh was instrumental in 
Iran’s nuclear program and that he led 
what was called “Project Amad.”

Source: BBC News

By Joclyn iRons

Entertainment Editor

On Dec. 7, the International 
O l y m p i c 
C o m m i t t e e 
approved the 
addition of 
c o m p e t i t i v e 
breakdancing or 
breaking as an 
official Olympic 
sport in the 2024 
Paris Olympic 
Games. 

Professional 
breakers have 
pushed for this 
to be added to the Olympics for 
years. They argued that due to its high 
entertainment value it would increase 
interest in the games and bring in a 
younger audience.

Before being added to the 2024 
Olympics, breakdance made its 

Olympic debut in the 2018 Youth 
Olympics in Buenos Aires.

Many breakers are excited by the 
sport’s inclusion such as Karan Singh. 

The inclusion of 
breakdancing is 
“going to be great 
for breaking as 
it gives us more 
recognition as a 
sport… and for 
the Olympics, 
it will attract 
young people 
who may not 
follow some of 
the traditional 
sports,” Singh 

told BBC Sport.
Others believe that the inclusion 

will lead to the sport being degraded 
and the culture behind it being lost. 
Without aspects like passion and 
creativity being judged, some fear they 
will be lost.

Breakdancing added to 
Paris Olympics

Breakdancing is set to debut as an 
Olympic sport at the Paris Games in 
2024.

Source: Rappler

Artwork by Danny Zhivkovich
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By Liz Kameen

News Co-Editor

From Nov. 6 to Nov. 20, NASA 
offered the chance to purchase 2,400 of 
the most influential pictures taken in 
space at Christie’s, 
an auction house in 
London. Due to the 
ongoing pandemic, 
the auction was held 
online, making it 
accessible for space 
enthusiasts around 
the world.

Locked away for years in the Manned 
Spacecraft Center in Houston, Texas, 
these photographs could not be accessed 
by the public until now. The sale of these 
photographs commemorates the 50th 
anniversary of the United States landing 
on the moon for the first time. 

“Through their cameras, the 
astronauts-turned-artists were able to 
convey to mankind the beauty and 
profundity of their experience in space, 
forever changing the way we see ourselves 
and our place in the universe,” Christie’s 
stated in a press release.

These never seen 
before pictures mark 
important milestones 
in space exploration 
and technology, 
including pictures of 
the Soviet dog, Laika, 
who was one of the 

first animals to orbit the earth in space. 
The auction includes other 

photographs, such as the first ‘selfie’ in 
space by Buzz Aldrinand various other 
monumental pictures regarding space 
travel.  The total for all of the purchased 
pictures ended at approximately 2 million 

dollars.
These rare photographs started 

bidding at $130, but the majority of the 
photos ended bidding at approximately 
$1,000 to $10,000. The most expensive 
photograph auctioned off was the only 
photograph of Neil Armstrong on the 
moon, taken in 1969, which ended 
bidding at $52,500.

NASA auctions moon landing pictures

Students take on Scholastic Art competition
By ReiLLy zioLKowsKi

Community News Co-Editor

The Scholastic Art and Writing Awards is a 
program that gives students a platform to show their art 
and writing skills and aids in providing students with 
scholarships. This year, 40 students from Delaware 
Valley are participating in the art competition. While 
no students chose to submit portfolios, which include 
six works of art, many entered multiple pieces.

The Regional Scholastics Art ceremony will take 
place at the Everhart Museum on Feb. 13. 

All submissions will be considered for honorable 
mention, Silver Key and Gold Key awards. Those 
who receive a Gold Key award will have their work 
displayed in the museum from the day of the ceremony 
until Feb. 28.

This vase titled 
“Crystals” was created 
by junior Noelani Felix.

Contributed photo

Contributed photo

This necklace titled 
“Contained Sapphire” was 
crafted by senior Kendall 
Mrozinski.

This photo of the first U.S. 
spacewalk in 1965 was sold.

Source: CNN

This 
photograph 
titled 
“Nostalgia” 
was taken by 
junior Sophia 
Miller.

Contributed photo Contributed photo

This still life 
was painted by 
senior Milada 
Burovova.

By miKayLa KRisanda

World News Editor

In the last 
few years, Dr. 
M a r t e n s 
b o o t s 
h a v e 
become 
a staple 
piece in many wardrobes. The Dr. 
Martens company was founded 
in 1947 in Seeshaupt, Germany. 
Since then, Dr. Martens  has been 
making boots that come in many 
styles, colors and designs. The 
most popular ones seem to be the 
black 1460 combat boots or the 
“Jadon” platform boots. 

Dr. Martens boots can 
complement any outfit, and they 
allow people to express themselves 
through fashion. Because of their 
ability to go with anything, they 
can be dressed up or dressed 
down. They can be paired with 
simple outfits or make a statement 
with bolder outfits.

According to the official Dr. 
Martens website, “The boots 
appeal to people who have their 
own individual style but share a 
united spirit. They are shoes for 
authentic characters who stand 
for something.”

Dr. Martens boots can be 
purchased from a variety of stores 
such as the Dr. Martens website 
and stores, Nordstrom, Journeys, 
DSW, Famous Footwear, Urban 
Outfitters and PacSun. 

The website also describes the 
boots as “ideal for the unforgiving 
world of gigs and street fashion; 
and then finally on an emotional 
level, they are a badge of attitude 
and empowerment.”

 “The astronauts-turned-
artists were able to convey 
to mankind the beauty and 
profundity of  their experience.”

   -Christie’s press release



By Joclyn Irons 
Entertainment Editor

Throughout his last few years at DV, senior JD Flick 
has rediscovered his love for art.

“I drew obsessively in elementary school, and I was 
pretty happy just sitting down after school and drawing, 
yet when middle school came around I just stopped… 
One day I decided to download a drawing app on my 
laptop, started drawing and I haven’t stopped,” he said.

Though JD has just recently begun to pursue this 
passion, he has already made a strong impression on those 
around him.

“JD works hard and is always willing to take advice 
on how to improve his work and put his best effort in.  His 
work is very clean, and he always uses the right colors and 
design elements to show his idea in the best way possible,” 
art teacher Mrs. Krystine Thompson said.

JD focuses his talents on digital art and graphic 
design creating mostly colorful abstract pieces. 

His first memory of art took place at the 
Guggenheim Museum in New York City around the 
age of 11 with his grandfather. He was interested in 
art beforehand like any child, but the visit changed his 
vision completely. He saw his very first favorite painting 

“Three Sounds” by Wassily Kandinsky. Experiencing 
abstract art like this opened his eyes to an entirely 
different kind of art. He gives credit to this discovery for 
bringing him where he is today.

“What stands out most about JD’s work is that 
he takes a different approach to each 
a r t w o r k . He isn’t afraid to take risks and 
e x p l o r e a different style with each 
w o r k . JD puts much research,  
thought and planning into each 
p i e c e . He isn’t afraid to use color. 
H e ’ s always experimenting with 
it. I’m most excited about 

the yearbook cover 
he’s designing,” 
said Mrs. Tricia 
Kaylor. 

JD has 
taken many 

digital art 
classes such 
as Computer 
Art I and II 

and Graphic 
Design I and II. 

He is also a member of Computer Art Club, Yearbook 
Club and National Art Honor Society. 

The person who inspires him the most in art is his 
friend Harvest Toman. 

“She’s an incredible artist. Her nature scenes are 
beautiful and honestly so inspiring. She’s an absolute god 
at watercolors and almost any traditional art,” said JD, “I 
don’t think I’d be where I am today had I not met her. She 
inspires me to keep pushing my art and has encouraged 
me immensely. I can’t thank her enough.”
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Spotlight Artist: JD Flick

Spotlight Writer: 
Adrienne Gordon
By sophIa MIller 
Arts & Literature Co-Editor

Senior Adrienne Gordon began her 
career as an outstanding writer largely 
because of her mother’s influence and 
inspiration. 

“She stresses the importance of 
writing and how powerful words can be,” 
and that “she always wanted me to write 
stuff,” said Adrienne in regards to her 
mother. 

She recalled that when waiting in 
line for tickets to a Hamilton show for 
numerous hours, her mother urged her to 
write about the occurrence, saying that it 
was a once in a lifetime experience. 

Adrienne is currently taking AP 
Literature and Journalism 2, both of 
which she is excelling in. “Adrienne’s 
ability to tell a story with her words is one 
of a kind. She captivates her reader and 
is able to be creative and concise at the 
same time. I am beyond happy that she 
is a writer for the school newspaper this 
year,” journalism teacher Mrs. Lordi said.

Besides writing and editing articles 
for the newspaper and various essays for 
her other classes, Adrienne has begun 

writing essays for her  college applications. 
As of right now, her favorite was her essay 
on Zillow, an online real estate company. 

Adrienne hopes that these essays 
will help her get accepted into a college 

where she can study to become a lawyer. 
She explains that writing is a large part 
of being a lawyer because much of the 
work requires to be written and recorded. 
In addition, lawyers often write down 
arguments, contracts and other legal 
documents. 

Adrienne recalls that one of her 
favorite pieces and fondest memories of 
writing is an essay she had to write about 
heroes in eighth grade.  

Arts & Literature

Spotlight Musician: 
Evelyn Hupka
By Joclyn Irons 
Entertainment Editor

Starting from a very young age, senior 
Evie Hupka has 
strived for excellence 
in music. First, at 
around the age of six, 
Evie began playing the 
violin which gave her 
the foundation for her 
musical knowledge 
such as reading music 
and playing with an 
ensemble, though 
that was not the 
instrument for her. 

Evie’s main 
instrument now is the 
French horn, but she 
also sings in concert choir. 

Throughout her musical career, Evie 
has taken many classes to help her grow as 
a musician. In high school, she has taken 
Music Performance all four years and AP 
Music Theory this year. Out of school, 
she has participated in summer programs 
that offer a variety of music classes ranging 
from Western Music History to Alexander 

Technique. She also takes part in many 
musical clubs including marching band, 
pit orchestra and symphony orchestra. 

Evie also volunteers for the Kindred 
Spirits Arts Foundation, 
a nonprofit dedicated 
to bringing professional 
musicians to Pike 
County. Throughout 
the pandemic, she has 
utilized social media to 
find other classical music 
communities to join.

“At first, to be honest, 
I just liked listening to 
music and singing in the 
car. I think my interest 
in music has grown since 
then because I realized the 
effect it has on people, and 

it continues to challenge me,” she said.
Evie’s favorite music to play are 

Romantic Era works because the modern 
horn, or the French horn, had just been 
invented so composers could write 
more intricate parts in symphonies and 
concertos for her to play. 

In the future, Evie is going to pursue 
music performance in college.

“Adrienne’s ability to tell a story 
with her words is one of  a kind. She 
captivates her reader and is able to 
be creative and concise at the same 
time. I am beyond happy that she is 
a writer for the school newspaper this 
year.”

 -Mrs. Leslie Lordi Contributed Photo
Senior Evelyn Hupka posing 
happily with her French horn.

In a Graphic Design 1 project, JD created three 
“Type Faces,” which are made entirely out of 
different fonts.

Contributed Photo
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By Victoria Hoffmann

Editor in Chief

Harry Styles, an icon of the 
entertainment industry, broke the 
internet and created history with his Vogue 
feature earlier this month. Styles was starred on 
the cover of Vogue’s December 2020 issue and 
was the first man to appear on the fashion title 
solo.  

Styles’ feature sent fans into a craze, as the 
cover story pictured him wearing a full-length 
gown, designed by Gucci’s Alessando Michele, 
paired with a tuxedo jacket. 

He sported multiple designer outfits such 
as elegant dresses, skirts and oversized jackets.  

Styles is known for his feminine style and 
captivating photo shoots. Earlier this year, 
he appeared on the cover of Beauty Papers, a 
magazine based out of London, wearing fishnets 
and lipstick. Styles’ Vogue feature was merely 
him defying stereotypical gender norms once 
again. 

Though Styles is a more popular name for 
being more open to his feminine side, he 
is not the first male celebrity to explore 
gender fluidity in terms of style. Many 

other well known artists have been 
known for breaking the stigma 

on gender norms for decades 
such as Prince, Elton 

John, David Bowie, 
more recently 
Machine Gun Kelly 
and Bad Bunny. 

However, despite 
the adoration and praise from 

fans, celebrities and others around 
the world, many traditional and 
conservative view holders criticized 
Styles and those who break gender 
norms through social 
media. 

“There is no 
society that can 
survive without 

strong men. The East knows this. In the West, the 
steady feminization of our men at the same time 

that Marxism is being taught to our children 
is not a coincidence. It is an outright attack. 
Bring back manly men,” tweeted well known 

Republican activist Candace Owens. 
Despite her attempt to criticize 

Styles and gender norms, celebrities 
and influencers such as Jameela Jamil, 
Trixie Mattel and Olivia Wilde, came 
to Styles’ aid by defending him against 
Owens and her supporters. Male fans 
and other supporters have taken to apps 
like TikTok sporting dresses in support 

of Styles as well.
Styles even clapped back at his critics 

by using Owens’ attack as an Instagram 
caption.

 “Bring back manly men,” he 
captioned a photo of himself wearing 

a powder blue suit and white 
blouse while eating a banana.

Harry Styles breaks internet, gender norms in photoshoot

By maddie mallon

News Co-Editor

COVID-19 put a halt to the 
filming of many TV shows and movies, 

one of those being “Euphoria.” 
HBO worked to put out two 

special episodes to hold fans over 
between seasons. 

Every episode of “Euphoria” has 
been masterfully filmed and edited, 
and sadly this episode is lacking 
in these elements due to the safety 
precautions implemented. Nearly the 
entire episode takes place at a diner, 
where Rue and her sponsor, Ali, 
discuss life and sobriety after Rue 
relapsed in the season 1 finale. 

This episode did not advance 
the plot, but Zendaya’s performance 

was captivating and gave viewers 
a deeper understanding of her 

character, Rue. 
The special episode made 

fans excited for what’s 
coming in season two. 

“Euphoria” 

By maddie mallon 
News Co-Editor

In October, Ariana 
Grande released her sixth 

album, “Positions.” Critics 
compared her album to others 

released after quarantine that were 
introspective, like Charli XCX’s 

“How I’m Feeling Now” while 
Grande’s album was based around her 
relationship with Dalton Gomez and 
did not have much substance to it. 

The final track, “pov,” stands out 
because of the vulnerability Grande 
shows. Grande discusses her insecurities in 
this song, singing “For all of my pretty, and 
all of my ugly too, I’d love to see me from your 

point of view.” She wishes she could see and 
love herself the way her boyfriend 

does. The layered voices on the chorus 
give the song a dreamy sound. 

Grande lets down her guard and 
delivers the best vocal performance 
of the album on “pov.”

“pov” 

By emily Herold 
News Editor

“Orange Is the New Black,” 
which is loosely based on a true 
story, follows Piper Chapman as 
she navigates her new life in prison, 
while also trying to stay sane. 

As the show goes on, you start to 
fall in love with many of the characters, 

such as best friends Flaca and Maritza 
who go around giving beauty advice and 

making jokes, and Poussey Washington, the 
sweet librarian who was too good for prison. 

This show allows you to see prisoners in 
a new light and feel sympathy for them, while 

also showing the realities of how 
scary prison can be. The producers 

do a great job of not shying 
away from the horrible things 

that prisoners have to go 
through on a daily 

basis. 

  “Orange Is the New
 Black”

By danny ZHiVkoVicH  
World News Co-Editor

The game of chess is all about opening 
moves, and Netflix’s new mini-series, 

“The Queen’s Gambit,” draws the viewer 
in instantly. The first scene begins with a 
distraught girl waking up in a hotel bathtub 
in Paris, immediately taking green pills and 
then rushing to a very important chess game. 

Actress Anya Taylor-Joy masterfully 
portrays a female chess prodigy named Beth 

Harmon who finds great success while struggling 
with her own inner demons -- drug and alcohol abuse and 
her intimate relationships with men. 

The show will make you want to get off the couch 
and play a game of chess with your friends or family. 

If you are looking for a binge-worthy, 
captivating and touching show, “The 

Queen’s Gambit” would be an 
excellent choice for you.

“T
he Queen’s Gambit”



~ 

A major turning 
point in Spears’ career 
was her break up with 
Justin Timberlake 
in 2002. Rumors 
started flying that 
she had cheated on 
him. Timberlake then 
released “Cry Me a 
River” which further 
fueled the rumors. This 
was one of the first 
cracks in her persona.

Spears was 
married twice in 2004. 
Her first marriage 
was to Jason Allen 
Alexander, who she 
got divorced from 55 
hours after getting 
married. Her second 
marriage was to Kevin 
Federline, who she 
had two sons with. She 
then got divorced from 
Federline, and he got 
custody of both kids. 
This was considered 
her rock bottom. 

Spears’ most current 
phase includes her 
cleaning up her act. A few 
years ago, she signed on 
to do shows in Las Vegas. 
She now mostly keeps 
up to date with her fans 
on Instagram posting 
about her children, new 
boyfriend and fitness 
routine.

One of Spears’ 
well known singles 
“I’m a Slave 4 U” was 
released in 2001. She 
kicked this new era off 
with her performance 
at the VMAs featuring 
a boa constrictor 
around her neck and 
shoulders and a tiger 
on the stage.  

In 1999, Spears 
released her first album 
titled “...Baby One 
More Time.” When 
she performed at the 
VMAs the same year, 
it really helped get her 
foot in the door of the 
entertainment industry. 
Her performance even 
helped her book the 
gig of opening for 
*NSYNC. 

Britney Spears 
started her career as 
a Mouseketeer on 
The All-New Mickey 
Mouse Club in 1989 at 
the age of eight. Spears 
was joined by many 
other current famous 
faces such as Christina 
Aguilera and Justin 
Timberlake. They often 
performed skits and 
music videos for a live 
audience. 

Source: w magazine

Source: shutterstock

Source: vogue

Source: shutterstock

Source: 
rollingstone

Source: google

Phases of Britney Spears

Wayfair linked to child sex-

trafficking 

63rd Annual Grammys 
spark controversy 

By Jolie Fraggetta

Opinions Editor

Wayfair, a company that sell
s furniture and home decor online, has been 

accused of child sex-trafficking. Wayfair is 
known as an affordable website 

with quick shipping and easy assem
bly similar to IKEA, but when they 

began sellin
g overpriced

 item
s named after m

issing children, accusations 

began to arise. 

Many children were “listed
” online, including 17-year-old 

Samiyah Mumin. Soon after s
he went missing, a cabinet was 

listed
 by the name Samiyah 5-Shelf Storage Cabinet by WFX 

Utility
 priced

 at over 12 thousand dollars. 

When speculations began to arise, 
high-priced

 

item
s began vanishing from the website, 

leaving 

many who were k
eeping up with the conspiracy 

theory even more in
trigued and disgusted. 

Conspiracy theorists 
also did not foresee

 

the fact that news outlets 
would not 

report th
e sca

ndal at first. S
oon after, 

news outlets 
came out stating this 

theory is co
mpletely

 false, b
acked 

by almost no information. 

By Maddy Fedun

Science & Technology Editor

The 63rd Annual Grammy Awards that recognizes best recordings, compositions and artists 
will still be held at Staples Center in Los Angeles despite the COVID-19 pandemic this year. The 
show will be held on Jan. 31 at 8 p.m. and will be streamed on the Grammys website. Harvey 
Mason Jr., president and CEO, offered insight on what to expect for this year’s show.

“We are simultaneously developing three plans for what the show would look like: One is 
the traditional show with the full crowd, two is a limited crowd and three is no crowd,” Mason 
said. 

The Recording Academy announced Trevor Noah as the host for this year’s Grammys 
along with this year’s nominees. Beyonce received the most nominations with nine, followed by Dua 
Lipa, Roddy Ricch and Taylor Swift with six each. To see each of the 83 categories with the full nominees 
list, visit the Grammys website. 

The Weeknd, a three-time Grammy winner, lashed out after not receiving an invite to the Grammy Awards’ 
virtual nominations. Weeknd accused the music industry awards of being corrupt and that they “owe me, my fans 
and the industry transparency.” 

This is not the first time The Recording Academy has been accused of being corrupt. Former president 
Debroah Dugan wrote a 44-page grievance to the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission after she had 
accused the company of favoritism.

“There are incidents of conflict of interest that taint the results,” Dugan said.

By eMily Herold

News Editor
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Science & Technology
SpaceX team makes 
way to ISS
By Maddy Fedun

Science & Technology Editor

Astronauts Michael Hopkins, 
Victor Glover, Shannon Walker and 
Soichi Noguchi made history when 
they began their six-month science 
mission to embark the International 
Space Station. This mission began 
on Nov. 15 and  involved many firsts 
including: the first international crew 
of four astronauts on an American 
commercial spacecraft, the first time 
the Federal Aviation Administration 
has licensed a human orbital spaceflight 
launch and 
NASA’s first 
c e r t i f i e d 
c o m m e r c i a l 
system that 
is designed 
for crew 
transportation. 

“Watching 
this mission 
launch is 
a special 
moment for 
NASA and our 
SpaceX team. 
We are looking 
forward to 
getting this 
crew to the 
station to continue our important 
work, and I want to thank the teams 
for the amazing effort to make the 
next generation of human space 
transportation possible,” said manager 
of NASA’s Commercial Crew Program 
Steve Stich.

Hopkins is the commander of 
the Crew Dragon spacecraft, which 
leaves him responsible for all aspects 
of the flight. Hopkins was selected as 
a NASA astronaut in 2009, he spent 
166 days in space as a crew member 
of Expeditions 37 and 38 and he has 
completed two spacewalks. 

Glover is the pilot of the Crew 
Dragon and is second-in-command 
and is responsible for the spacecraft 
and its overall performance. Glover 
became a NASA astronaut in 2013, 
and this will be his first ever spaceflight.

Both Walker and Noguchi are 
mission specialists for Crew-1 and will 
monitor the vehicle during the launch 
and re-entry aspects of the flight. 
Walker became part of the astronaut 
teams in 2004 and spent 161 days 
in the orbital laboratory. Noguchi 
became a candidate for the National 
Space Development Agency of Japan 

in 1996 and has 
two spaceflights 
under his belt, 
and is well known 
for being the first 
Japanese astronaut 
to perform a 
spacewalk. 

The Crew 
Dragon team will 
be conducting 
s c i e n c e 

e x p e r i m e n t s 
during their six-
month journey. 
They will be 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g 
a study with 
microchips and 

human tissue to understand the role 
that microgravity has on human health 
and diseases in hopes to improve 
human health on Earth. They will also 
grow radishes in various types of light 
and soils in efforts to produce food in 
space, along with testing a system that 
would remove heat from NASA’s new 
spacesuit known as the Exploration 
Extravehicular Mobility Unit.

The SpaceX Crew will return 
in the spring of 2021, making it the 
longest human space mission launched 
in the United States.

By danny Zhivkovich

World News Co-Editor

The U.K. became the first country 
to approve Pfizer-BioNTech’s coronavirus 
vaccine on Dec. 2. British medical officials 
have already started administering the 
vaccine to thousands of vulnerable British 
citizens. 

Three countries, including the U.K., 
have approved the vaccine so far. Bahrain 
became the second country to approve 
the vaccine on Dec. 4. Following Bahrain, 
Canada approved the vaccine on Dec. 9. 

Bahraini officials have pledged to 
vaccinate the most vulnerable citizens 

first but did not 

disclose how many doses they ordered, 
according to Express UK. The UK is 
expected to receive 10 million doses by the 
end of 2020 and another 30 million have 
been ordered, according to Express Health. 
Canada is also expected to receive an ample 
amount of vaccines by the end of month, 
which will total 249,000 doses, according 
to The New York Times. 

Several medicinal sources have 
recommended that people who take the 
vaccine be in close proximity to a place 
where they can be resuscitated due to many 
people having anaphylactic reactions to the 
vaccine.

The United States has become the most 
recent country to approve Pfizer’s vaccine. 
The Trump administration negotiated 
a deal with Pfizer this past summer to 
provide 100 million doses by the end of 
March. 

Co-Star astrology app 
intrigues teens

Countries approves Pfizer-
BioNTech vaccine

By LiZ kaMeen

News Co-Editor

Co-Star is an app commonly used by 
teens and young adults to 
provide informative and 
humorously direct advice 
according to the user’s 
astrology chart. Astrology 
charts are based on the 
date, time, location, and 
other information about 
the user’s birth. 

Astrology is 
commonly known as the 
simple and conventional zodiac signs, 
and the stereotypes that are associated 
with each one. For example, Geminis 
are often considered ‘two-faced’ and 
Scorpios are traditionally intense. Co-
Star expands on the general knowledge 
most people have of the zodiac signs, 
using the placement of planets and stars. 

These particular alignments are used  to 
elaborate on how each sign may affect 
one’s attitude and daily life. 

Co-Star was released in 2017 by 
31-year-old developer, Banu 
Guler. Guler explained her 
app in an interview with 
Cosmopolitan, saying, “It’s 
not to predict the future, 
it’s to explain and create the 
present.”

Guler’s personalized 
astrology chart characterizes 
her as a Scorpio sun, Cancer 
rising and Leo moon, as 

she told an interviewer for Vanity Fair. 
Individualized descriptions of these 
labels are provided for each user of the 
app to help explain how the placement 
of the sun, moon and planets affect one’s 
life.

Co-Star can be downloaded from 
the iTunes App Store or the Google Play 
store. 

Astronauts Michael Hopkins, 
Victor Glover, Shannon Walker 
and Soichi Noguchi prepare 
travel to ISS.

Source: news 13

Source: apple-app store
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effects 

of Climate 

  Change

         By Alex KrAKowsKi

         Staff Writer

Climate change has been a known problem dating back to the 19th century, and since then the global 
climate has increased significantly. 

Climate change is a long-term alteration of temperature and usual weather patterns. Impacts of 
climate change extends further than just an increase in temperature. The rising temperatures result in 
issues in water sources, ecosystems and human health. 

The most prominent issues are human activities such as electricity and heat production. Over the 
past 170 years, carbon dioxide, a primary greenhouse gas, concentrations have increased by 47 
percent because of these human activities. 

Extreme climates like droughts and floods can lead to more problems. Many scientists 
have high confidence that global temperatures will continue to rise for decades. 

With this in mind, activists like Greta Thunberg and companies like The Hive are striving 
to make a change for this world. 

Climate change impacts the world

By sophiA perrin

Science & Technology Co-Editor

As the state of the world is continually changing, businesses have been finding 
new ways to positively impact the environment. The COVID-19 pandemic has 
also changed the way consumers buy products, online shopping has become a 
popular choice to buy.

One website that helps preserve the environment is called Hive. Hive is a 
website where different brands can be shared more easily. Each brand sold on Hive 
is evaluated for the following criteria: ingredient integrity, recyclable packaging, 
a low carbon-footprint, commitment to social good and how “rave-worthy” the 
product is.

A more in-depth look into the site will help to understand other ways Hive 
is impacting the environment for the better. Hive has found a better way to ship 
their products, with 10 percent. recyclable shipping material including, the use of 
non-toxic, water-based ink on their boxes. There are a total of 65 environmental 
and social groups represented on Hive’s website.

Hive takes eco friendly online By sophiA perrin

Science & Technology  Co-Editor

Greta Thunberg is a 16-year-old Swedish environmental activist 
internationally known for challenging world leaders to take direct action 
against climate change.  Thunberg gained attention for her youth and 
outspokenness towards public and political leaders for their lack of effort to 
address the climate crisis.

“The eyes of all future generations are upon you. And if you choose to fail 
us, I say - we will never forgive you,”Thunberg said.

After persuading her parents to adopt several lifestyle choices to reduce 
their carbon footprint, it was clear that Thunberg was to become an activist. In 
August 2018, she started spending her time after school outside the Swedish 
Parliament protesting, holding up a sign that said, “school strike for climate,” 
for stronger action toward climate change. Soon after, other students got 
involved in similar protests in their communities; together they started a 
school strike for climate movement under the name “Fridays for Future.”

“For way too long, the politicians and the people in 
power have gotten away with not doing anything 
to fight the climate crisis... We are striking because 
we have done our homework and they have 
not,”Thunberg said.

As for her exact position on climate change, 
Thunberg concludes that humanity is facing an 
existential crisis because of global warming, 
holding the current generation of adults 
accountable for creating this problem. Her 
tactics include using graphic analogies to 
emphasize her concerns, often speaking bluntly 

to business and political leaders about their 
failure to take action.

“We can’t save the world by playing 
by the rules, because the rules have to be 
changed. Everything needs to change 
– and it has to start today,” Thunberg 
said.

Thunberg fights for change

By luKe ruggiero

Sports Co-Editor

• Find alternative ways of transportation other than driving, such as 
walking, bike riding or public transportation

• Drive a low carbon vehicle, like hybrid or electric cars
• Avoid flying, as airplanes use petroleum based fuel. Trains are an alternative 

way to travel long distances.
• Turn off lights in your house when not in use and keep a moderate 

temperature in your house when possible. Solar panels are a smarter 
option to light your house than traditional electrical lighting 

• Eat locally produced and organic foods because 13 percent 
of greenhouse gas emissions in the U.S. are caused by the 
transportation of food

• Lower the amount of water usage 

Tips to reduce your carbon footprint 
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Sports

By AidAn FeAn

Sports Co-Editor 

In late August, the NCAA granted 
all fall athletes an extra year of eligibility 
due to the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic. The decision came 
after the Ivy League cancelled 
all fall and winter sports. 
College athletes are 
now eligible to remain 
on a team’s roster, even 
if they were scheduled 
to graduate after this 
current year.

The extra year of 
eligibility is extended to all fall 
sport athletes, regardless of their 
academic standing. Football, field 
hockey, men’s and women’s soccer 
and women’s volleyball are all 
sports that were granted the 
extra year of eligibility. 

Many star college athletes decided 
to opt out of the 2020 season due to 
concerns that they could be putting 
their family or themselves in danger. 

Penn State running back 
Journey Brown was forced to 
retire from football because 

of a heart condition. 
The condition put 
Brown at an elevated 

risk of contracting 
COVID-19 and 
could give him worse 

symptoms. 
Some athletes will not take 

the extra year of eligibility, 
while others will move on to 
professional sports and other 
career opportunities. However, 

the majority of athletes will 
return to college and finish out 

their college athletics career.

College athletes granted 
extra year of eligibility

By AidAn FeAn

Sports Co-Editor

The girls basketball team has 
officially started their season, 
with their first official practice 
Dec. 7. The Warriors hope to 
have a better season than last 
year, when they finished with a 
record of 3-20.

Some key athletes to keep 
an eye on this season are seniors 
Brooke Acoveno, Kaitlyn 
Hernandez, Gabby White and 
junior Mackenzie Olsommer. 
Head coach Lindsay Baker 
also mentioned that all six 
seniors on the roster this 
season will have a significant 
amount of playing time.

During the off-season, 
coach Baker tried to focus 
more on the fundamentals of 

basketball and overall body and 
basketball workouts, rather than 
trying to work on specific skills 
due to the restrictions in place. 

Coach Baker mentioned that 
practices won’t be the same as 
previous years. 

“We have had to adjust 
practices to ensure the safety 
of our student-athletes,” she 

said. 
This stems from the 

current requirements in place, 
requiring masks to be worn at 
all times. Coach Baker added 
how frustrating it is to have to 

change everything from how it 
has always been done.

The Warriors hope to begin 
their season Jan. 4.

Girls basketball team 
looks to start strong 

Controversy over wages emerges in women’s sports
Several athletes from the WNBA and USWNT have spoken out in favor of  equal pay.
By dAnny Zhivkovich

World News Co-Editor

Every year there seems to be a new controversial 
sports topic whether it be professional athletes taking 
steroids, a new scandal in baseball or if college 
student-athletes should receive a paycheck. One of 
the most prevalent issues in recent years has been 
the controversy of equal pay among female and male 
professional athletes. 

The first thing to take into consideration is that 
sports teams and leagues are businesses. The salary 
gap between male and female athletes echoes the huge 
difference in revenues between men’s and women’s 
sports. For example, NBA teams took in $8.8 billion 
this past year, according to Forbes. On the other hand, 
WNBA teams took in approximately $70 million, 
according to David Berri, a professor of economics at 
Southern Utah University. As a result, WNBA players’ 

salaries are much lower than NBA players’ salaries.
“These are businesses, and none of us are out there 

saying we want to be paid the exact same as the men,” 
says 17-year WNBA veteran Sue Bird of the Seattle 
Storm. “When I think of pay equity, I think of the 
opportunity that the NBA 
and other male sports leagues 
have to be successful.”

The viewership and 
ticket pricing is staggeringly 
different between men’s 
and women’s sports leagues. 
According to the WSN, the 
NBA’s average viewership for the 2019 NBA Finals 
was 15.14 million compared to the WNBA’s in 2018 
being $231,000. The average ticket price for an NBA 
game is $89 compared to WNBA’s average ticket price 
of $17.42, according to the WSN.

Naturally, men have had more opportunity to 

establish themselves in the sports realm. The United 
States Men’s National Team (USMNT) was founded 
in 1913 compared to the USWNT being founded 
in 1985. That 72-year difference has given men a 
head start to create a foundation for themselves, gain 

a following of fans and 
generate more revenue 
annually.

The USWNT recently 
made advancements in 
their fight for equal pay 
when they settled with 
the United States Soccer 

Federation for equal working conditions. This win for 
the USWNT will allow them to appeal a ruling made 
in May by the U.S. District Court for the Central 
District of California that rejected the players’ efforts 
to recoup what they claimed was about $67 million 
in back pay.

“When I think of  pay equity, I think 
of  the opportunity that the NBA and other 
male sports leagues have to be successful.” 

     - Sue Bird

Senior Brooke Acoveno
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Boys basketball looks for comeback year

Girls swim hopes for 
winning season

Boys swim overcomes 
preseason obstacles

By Luke RuggieRo

Sports Co-Editor

Before all winter sports were 
postponed until Jan. 4 due to 
COVID-19 restrictions, the boys 
basketball team was preparing for a 
comeback season. After finishing 8-14 
last year, the team spent the summer 
weightlifting and working out wherever 
they could. 

“In the last two or three years, this is 
the most competitive and intense group 
we’ve had,” head coach Kris Holtzer said. 

The team has three returning 
starters in seniors Mark Cavallaro, Mike 
Leonardo and Aiden Oliver, and also has 
juniors Ryan Doherty and Noah Newton 

who can fill in positions.
Leonardo is the key player to look out for this 

year, according to coach Holtzer. 
“Losing a guy like Jackson Shafer 

hurts, and he’s hard to replace, but Mike 
has improved a lot and his confidence is 
through the roof,” coach Holtzer said.

Leonardo is going into his 
second year starting varsity and his 
third year overall on the team. 

“I’m excited to play basketball, 
I love the sport, and I’m really 
looking forward to hanging out 
with my teammates,” Leonardo 
said.

Despite the excitement for 
the season, the postponement 
could pose an issue to the team’s 

record. 
“It’s hard this year 

now that we’re 
getting shut down 
for three weeks, 
but if we 
get better 
everyday and do 
the little things 
on a daily basis, 
the wins will take care 
of themselves,” coach 
Holtzer said.

After not making the 
league championships last season, the goal for 
this season is to make it back there.

By kenzie Panetta

Community News Editor

COVID-19 has drastically affected 
the way coaches and athletes perform 
their chosen sports.

The boys swimming team has 
encountered numerous 
obstacles while trying to 
proceed with their season. 
The team was swimming 
about two days per week, 
an hour each day, during 
the offseason to prepare. 

Due to the 
pandemic, restrictions 
have been placed that 
allow only about half 
of the boys to be in the 
pool at one time. The 
other half of the team works out while 
the others are swimming.

“Though the restrictions have 
been tough, our athletes have handled 
them like the champions that they are,” 
head coach Chelsea Shatt said. “We are 
putting in good work every day we can.”

As of right now, the team can not 

practice until Jan. 4 due to the protective 
measures put forth by Pennsylvania 
Governor Tom Wolf and Secretary of 
Health Dr. Rachel Levine to reduce the 
spread of the virus.

Though she does not believe the 
team will be able to have meets until 

later in January, 
Coach Shatt said, “I 
am hoping to have 
Districts and States, 
and I do believe the 
officials that make 
those decisions are 
going to try to [have 
them] as well.”

Despite the 
challenges raised by the 
pandemic, Coach Shatt 
said, “I am just excited 

that we still have a chance to compete.”
Seniors on the team include Brian 

Ciralli, Evan Dong, Rory Naturale, 
Scott Sussman, Lucas Santiago and Jake 
Wenzel. As of right now, key swimmers 
include Dong, Santiago, Wenzel and 
junior Bobby Holderith. 

By SoPhia PeRRin

Science & Technology Co-Editor

In the off-season, the girls swim team 
has been practicing two times a week 
to keep up their endurance and stay in 
shape. They are hoping to have a similar 
winning streak like last 
year and eventually move 
on to Districts later this 
year. Their season will 
start with a meet on Jan. 
5 against Valley View.

“I hope to get meets 
in [due to COVID-19] 
and go to Districts. I 
also think we are a good 
contender for the league 
championship,” head coach Chelsea 
Shatt said.

During practices, the team is 
divided in half due to COVID-19 
guidelines. While half of the team 
practices in the water, the other half does 
dry-land exercises to build stamina and 
endurance.  They are required to wear 
masks during their dry-land workouts, 
but they can remove them when they 

are in the water.
Some key athletes to watch this 

year are seniors Sierra Gillan and Julia 
Weinreb and juniors Sierra Hartmann 
and Victoria Corcoran.

As for the athletes, most have been 
working out in the off-season to stay 

fit and have done 
the best they can 
to adjust to the 
guidelines. 

“It has been 
harder to train this 
past year because 
of COVID. It was 
hard for me to 
go a few months 
without being in 

a pool, but I tried to do other types of 
exercise to stay in shape,” Gillan said.

The athletes are aiming to stay 
positive and independently work out 
when they can. 

“I work out on my own, and I am 
going in [to the season] with an open 
mind,” Hartmann said.

Madison Kelly/Del.Aware
Senior Jake Wenzel 
performs diving routines 
during practice.

Aidan Fean/Del.Aware
Junior Lily Fuchs practices 
her breast stroke on Dec. 11.

Junior R
yan D

oherty

Senior M
ike Leonardo

Senior M
ark Cavallaro
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By Kaila Dunn

Managing Editor

The varsity competition cheer team 
began their season with recording their 
district championship on Dec. 5. Then 
on Dec. 11, they recorded their Pocono 
Regional Competition. Results for 
regionals will come in on approximately 
Dec. 20, while results for districts will be 
unknown until January. 

In order to comply with Governor 
Wolf and PIAA guidelines, the 
cheerleaders had to wear masks at all 
times except during tumbling because 

it is considered a safety 
hazard. In addition, the 
team is also not able to 
travel like they typically 
would. Instead, they 
record their routine, edit 
it and submit it into the 
competitions in order to 
be judged. 

“Having to upload a 
video, limited audience 
and not being able to see 
who we are competing 
against is very weird, but I am grateful 
that we are at least competing,” head 

cheerleading coach Jen 
Marchetti said. 

“It was difficult 
to wear masks while 
recording, but I was 
excited to be able to 
compete though,” said 
junior Rachel Kowal. 

Seniors this year 
include Riley Brown, 
Caitlin Chaparro, 
Christina Contreras, 
Olivia Dodsworth, 

Caroline Quinn, Cyara Valerio, Nicole 
Weinrich and Jessica Zeh.

Cheer competes in virtual Regionals

“Jess is a great captain 
because she truly cares for her 
team and is constantly thriving 
to better herself and our team.” 
-Head coach Jen Marchetti

Jessica Zeh, SENIOR

Warriors fall to Central 
York in state quarterfinals

Girls volleyball loses to 
Parkland in state playoffs

Wrestling prepares for uncertainty in season
By MaDison Kelly

Sports Editor

Wrestling braces for delayed start after Governor 
Wolf ’s new regulations.The original start date was 
moved to Dec. 4, and after one week of practices all 
winter sports are postponed until Jan. 4.

“This offseason was a little bit different than 
previous years. We were on the mat 

a lot less, but we did 
a lot of cardio and 
strength training,” 
head coach Lou 

DeLauro said.
A c c o r d i n g 

to coach DeLauro, 
seniors Sebastian 
Adler, Connor 
Cre s c imanno , 
Cooper Kidd, 
Preston Machado 
and sophomore 
Zac Jacaruso are 
the key wrestlers 
to keep an eye on 
this season. Other seniors include 
Danah Downer, Ashley Hart, Hayden Kaylor, Daniel 
Privatt, Lily Sherer and Cole Yankalunas.

The schedule for this year is changing every day 
with their first match expected to take place Jan. 9.

Because of COVID,wrestlers must wear masks 
at all times during practice, and only 22 wrestlers are 
allowed in the wrestling room at a time. With around 
40 on the team, they are split into two groups, varsity 
and jv, where one is in the wrestling room and the 
other is in the weight room.

“Flexibility is key 
with all that’s going 
on. We think we’re 
competing at a certain 
time, but if that doesn’t 
happen then we have to 
be ready when we do step 
on the mat,” coach 
DeLauro said.

Senior Dan Privatt

By MaDison Kelly 
Sports Editor       

On Nov. 14, the football team 
hosted Central York for DV’s first ever 
state quarterfinals where the Warriors 
lost 49-27.

At halftime, the scores were tied 
14-14. Once the second half began, 
the Panthers gained their momentum, 
scoring a total of five touchdowns in 
the second half.

Senior Jason Henderson and 
sophomore Paulie Weinrich scored 
the four touchdowns for the Warriors.

Henderson led the team 
defensively with a total of 16 tackles 
and a fumble recovery. Senior Mike 
Gecik blocked a field goal attempt, and 
senior Preston Machado completed an 
interception.

“Being the first DV team to make 
it to the state quarterfinals meant 
everything to me. To be able to finally 
win a state playoff game was huge for 
us players and the coaching staff. I’m 
very grateful to have done it with the 
group of guys that I had by my side 
this season,” Henderson said.

By aiDan Fean 
Sports Co-Editor       

The Warriors volleyball team 
finished the season with a record of 
10-3 and made it to the first round 
of the state playoffs before ultimately 
falling to Parkland in three sets. 

The Warriors only had three 
seniors on the roster this year, 
Michelle Andia, Kelly Volavka and 
Brooke Acoveno. 

“They all helped me through 
this season and pushed me to take 

a leadership role,” 
junior Casey Kidd 
said. I have a lot to 
live up to next year 
as a senior.”

Volavka ended the 
season with a total of 267 
assists, which broke the 
school record.

The team finished 
with a winning record this 
year and hopes to make 
it further in the playoffs 
next season. 

Senior Kelly Volavka

Spotlight 
Athletes

Spotlight 
Athletes

Competition Cheer

Senior Lily Sherer

Kaila Dunn/Del.Aware

Juniors Chelsea Rude and 
Jence Walker performing 
during their district video.

Sophomore Zac Jacaruso

Senior Cooper Kidd

Freshm
an Aiden Black

Freshm
an CJ W

oodley
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