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Art students raise funds for local food pantries 
By Maddie Gifford 
Staff Writer

The art department hosted its annual Empty 
Bowl fundraiser during fifth period on Dec. 20. 

This fundraiser is held worldwide and is a 
movement by artists to help food pantries in towns 
and cities that are less fortunate. This 
year local businesses, along with students 
and staff, were asked to donate soup. 
The soup was served in the mugs that 
were designed by student artists.  Staff 
members were welcome to come down 
to M9 to enjoy their soup and pick out 
their favorite mug to keep.

 “Taking a mug is a token to 
remind them of color in our world and 
community,” art teacher Mrs. Tricia 
Kaylor said.

Last year Mrs. Kaylor hosted this event and had 
her students make mugs instead of bowls. This year’s 
host, Mrs. Maria Tusinean stuck with the same idea of 
making mugs instead of bowls. 

This is the 13th year the art department has done 
this project, Mrs. Kaylor said, and every year up until 
last, they have been making bowls.

Ceramics classes made these mugs 
and sold them for $10 in order to 

make money for the fundraiser. 
In the past years, the fundraiser 
has brought in between $800-

$1,000. The money is then split 
between local food pantries in 

Dingmans Ferry, Shohola, Milford and 
Matamoras. 

“Last year we sold out with the mugs 
which was really amazing,” Mrs. Kaylor said.

Ceramics students worked on their mugs 

for about two weeks before they sold. Mrs. Kaylor and 
Mrs. Tusinean decided between two different designs 
that they haven’t done yet for the mugs. Some have 
a tripod design on the bottom with three legs, and 
others have a square design on the bottom. All mugs 
have their own patterns and designs and students were 
able to let their creativity shine. 

“In school, we want the students to learn 
something, and we thought it would be more 
interesting for them to do something different,” Mrs. 
Tusinean said. 

Students were excited to participate in this 
fundraiser in order to give back to the community. 
Many art students get excited to do this project and 
are happy to help and donate to the community. 

“I’m really glad that this class lets us get involved 
with the community and reach out to the people who 
aren’t as fortunate,” senior Ceramics student Brianna 
Moreschi said.

By Hailey Kelly

Arts & Lit Editor

On Dec. 13, 14 and 19, the three levels of 
the Combo program; freshmen, sophomores and 
juniors, debated against each other during the annual 
Combo Debates. This year’s topics were College Loan 
Forgiveness, Supreme Court Term Limits and Aid to 
Ukraine.

This year the Combo program consists of 
approximately 70 students. The teams were assigned 
to either the pro or con side of the topic, and students 
had a month and a half to research and create their 
speeches and questions. 

On Dec. 21, a breakfast provided by Naked Bagel 
was served where awards were given to the winning 
debates, Best Questioner, Best Speech and Best 
Debater.

Freshman Addie Yadanza debated the College 
Loan Forgiveness topic, and her team faced off against 
a sophomore group. Being that this is her first time as 
a Combo debater, she was stressed and really nervous 

before the actual debate day.
“The topic was kind of hard because I kept going 

outside the box and trying to connect my team’s points 
together,” Yadanza said. “I think it’s good that we go 

against upperclassmen, it gives us an opportunity to 
grow.”

The debate process is 26 minutes long; two 
introduction speeches, four questioning rounds, two 
body speeches and two conclusions. The introductions 
are two minutes long each, the questioning rounds are 
three minutes long each, the bodies are three minutes 
long each, and conclusions are two minutes long each.

While researching their topic, students have to 
find specific points they’re given, as Dr. Cosentino 
said to her junior students. “Marry your speeches.”

Junior Owen Ruzanski debated the Aid to Ukraine 
topic, and his team faced off against a freshmen group. 
Being that it was his second time as a Combo debater, 
he was more experienced. He felt good working on his 
debates; he felt like he knew what he was doing. 

“It was harder being in a group of five people, but 
overall fun. Overall [my debate was] good and it was a 
fun experience,” Ruzanski said.

Combo classes compete in annual debates

On Dec. 14, the pro freshman group faced off 
against the con junior team on College Loan 
Forgiveness. The junior team won that debate.

                  Hailey Kelly/Del.Aware

: @del.aware         : @TheDelAwareNews: @del.aware         : @TheDelAwareNews
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Happy Holidays! In this issue of the Del.Aware, you will have to guess the 
name of the holiday movie. The first one is below, but scan the QR code 
to see the rest of the pictures on our online newspaper. Be the first to 
come to Mrs. Lordi in D4 with all the correct answers and win a prize. 

The winner of the last puzzle fun was senior Bridget Markwalter. 

Puzzle FunPuzzle Fun

Compiled by Francesca Antonecchia

Guidance cornerGuidance corner
11/1211/12

• • Seniors:Seniors: Talk to your respective guidance coun- Talk to your respective guidance coun-
selor as soon as possible to talk about your plans selor as soon as possible to talk about your plans 
for the future.for the future.

• • Juniors:Juniors: Open houses start in the spring, if you  Open houses start in the spring, if you 
are interested talk to your counselor for more    are interested talk to your counselor for more    
information.information.

Compiled by Nicole Steinberg 

MHG Chef Bobby Varua partners with DV culinary students 
By Sophia Ball 
Sports Co-Editor 

On Dec. 1, Chef Bobby Varua from the Milford 
Hospitality Group took the culinary students on a 
tour to each MHG restaurant: Hotel Fauchere, Bar 
Louis, Jive, Tom Quick Inn, Apple Valley and La 
Posada. 

Chef Bobby is an owner of 
a consultant company and is 
helping out the MHG with their 
restaurants, recipes and systems. 

“The big picture is to 
develop a relationship between 
DV’s culinary program and our 
company MHG,” Chef Bobby 
said. “I think we have such a great 
opportunity to do something as a community as far as 
making MHG a secondary education for the students 

after graduation.” 
Throughout the tour, Chef Bobby asked a series 

of questions to the students to help them understand 
that when they’re going out into the field, it is 
important to choose a good fit. 

“Visiting all five restaurants really opened my 
eyes to how the culinary industry works and how 
much dedication you need to have in order to be 

successful in it,” 
senior culinary 
student Michael 
Stanbro said.

Chef Bobby 
challenged them 
to create a dish 
to submit to 
him so that he 

could introduce one of them as a special in one of the 
restaurants. 

“I think that it is a very valuable experience for 
the culinary students,” head Chef Alex Niosi said. 

Chef Bobby’s main goal is to share his experiences 
and give back to the younger 
generation of chefs 
coming into the 
business. 

“Overall 
it has just 
been a great 
exper i ence 
w o r k i n g 
with the 
s tudents 
because I feel like I 
am at this point in my 
career where I just really 
enjoy teaching,” Chef 
Bobby said.

“Overall it has just been a great experience 
working with the students because I feel like 
I am at this point in my career where I just 
really enjoy teaching.”

 - Chef Bobby Varua  

• • A-F: Mrs. Ross,  crystal.ross@dvsd.orgA-F: Mrs. Ross,  crystal.ross@dvsd.org
• • G-N: Ms. Blaut, mblaut@dvsd.orgG-N: Ms. Blaut, mblaut@dvsd.org
• • O-Z: Mrs. Favorito, jfavorito@dvsd.orgO-Z: Mrs. Favorito, jfavorito@dvsd.org
• • CTE: Ms. Cosentino, jconsentino@dvsd.orgCTE: Ms. Cosentino, jconsentino@dvsd.org

*All will be held in the auditorium*

“Radium Girls” Performance - When: Jan. 20 and Jan. 21 at 7 p.m.
“Mamma Mia” Auditions - When: Jan. 28 from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

School News
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Jazz band displays talent 
during concert
By Michael helt

Science and Technology Co-Editor

The jazz band performed 
on Dec. 9 at the high school 
auditorium. They played a 
total of eight songs, with 
six of them featuring soloist 
performances.

They began the concert 
by playing “O Christmas Tree,” and followed it up with “Grey Flannel,” which 
featured senior Eddie Nieves as a soloist. Nieves also performed a solo during 
“Silver Bells.”

The band followed up the initial performances by playing “Over the Rainbow,” 
which included solo performances from senior Shaun Ryan and sophomore Matt 
Sicina.

Later in the concert, senior Vincent Saski was featured as a soloist during the 
fourth performance, “On Green Dolphin Street.”

The jazz band closed out the evening by playing “Blues After Dark,” which 
included a solo performance from sophomore Caden McGoey, as well as from 
Shaun and Matt.

“This was the best we played this year,” jazz band director Mrs. Tina Reece 
said. “I’m excited to see what will come next.”

Chorus, orchestra students perform their winter concert

Band plays festive music 
at annual holiday concert
By Jeongho Koh

Science and Technology Editor 

The band held a Christmas performance on Dec. 14 to celebrate the winter 
season. The repertoire included “Minor Alterations” arranged by David Lovrien, 
Riften Wed arranged by Julie Giroux, “Laughing All the Way” arranged by Larry 
MacTaggart, “March Bou-Shu” arranged by Satoshi Yagisawa, and “Sleigh Ride” 
arranged by Leroy Anderson. 

“I really liked the songs we performed, but I especially liked ‘Minor Alterations,’” 
junior Shaeleigh O’Leary said. 

According to band director 
Mr. Richard Bullock, the 
students could improve lining 
up rhythms and listening to 
other sections of the ensemble. 
However, he also stated that the 
clarinet section especially stood 
out in this concert but said that 
each section had its own amazing 
moments.

“The students played with 
wonderful style and put on a great 
performance for the audience,” 
Mr. Bullock said.

By hazel Buro 
World News Co-Editor

On Dec. 19, the chorus and orchestra students 
performed their annual winter concert in the 
auditorium. The 
ensembles put on a 
number of holiday 
themed pieces, both 
separately and together.

Due to snow on 
Dec. 15 and 16, the 
concert was pushed 
until after the weekend. According to both staff and 
students, the weather did not hinder the success of the 
show.

The chamber choir, directed by Mr. Richard 
Horst, opened with three Christmas songs: “Once 
in Royal David’s City,” “Le Sommeil de L’Enfant 
Jesus” and “Carol of the Bells.” Afterward, the chorus 
followed with two “Songs from Silence” and “A Celtic 

Blessing.”
In addition to these performances, Choir3 sang 

“Winter Wonderland.” This ensemble is comprised 
of three chorus students, senior Paige Gualandi, 
sophomore Abigail Chudoba and sophomore 
Charleigh Cook.

Both freshman Layla 
McCormick and senior Jenna 
Tecchio were featured with 
solos in the chorus. Tecchio was 
pleased with the performance of 
the chorus students and said the 
hard work showed through.

“I am proud of all the work everyone has put in, 
especially the underclassmen,” Tecchio said.

The orchestra went on to play “Frost on the Plow,” 
“Winter Walk” and “The Most Wonderful Time of the 
Year.” 

To conclude the show, the chorus and orchestra 
came together to perform several movements of 
“Gloria.” Orchestra director Ms. Lauren Flack was 

proud of her students’ hard work and dedication. 
Despite the complexity of “Gloria,” the ensembles 
pulled it off.

“The last piece was a huge challenge, and they 
really stepped up and did a good job,” Ms. Flack said.

Jeongho Koh/Del.Aware

The band dressed and decorated their 
instruments in a festive fashion for the 
winter concert.

“This was the best we played this 
year. I’m excited to see what will come 
next.” 

        - Mrs. Tina Reece

Hazel Buro/Del.Aware

“The last piece was a huge challenge, 
and they really stepped up and did a good 
job,” 

    - Miss Lauren Flack

Chorus students rehearsed for the Christmas 
concert during school, the day of the concert. 



Kyrie commits an 
inexcusable foul off court

World Cup overshadows Qatari controversy
OUR OPINION

By Kaylee Kurcon

Opinions Co-Editor

Recently, Kyrie Irving posted a link 
to an antisemitic propaganda film that 
reiterates talking points from the Black 
Hebrew Israelites, which is listed as an 
extremist antisemitic hate group by the 
Southern Poverty Law Center.

Irving’s promotion of 
antisemitism resulted in Nike 
cutting ties with the player, but 
the repercussions of his post 
should be more extensive.

Irving has a large platform 
and influence, so the things 
he posts will be defended 
by his die-
hard fans. 
His tweet 
c r e a t e s 

intolerance in our communities and 
although wrong, will be supported by 
his fans.

As long as Irving remains a 
representative for the Nets, he brings 
along with him his army of supporters. 

The athlete is currently suspended 
from the team, but he should be kicked 
off for his actions to eliminate the 

support of anti semitism. 
When you have a platform that 

can be used to spread awareness and 
create a better world, it should 

not be used to create hatred. 
By Irving not suffering 
more severe consequences, 

it teaches the world 
that his behavior is 
acceptable and will 
increase prejudice and 
hostility in the world.

Risky trade for Griner
sparks controversy
By Tiffany Gonzalez

Opinions Editor

On  Dec. 8 American professional 
basketball player Brittney Griner 
was released from a Russian prison 
. Brittney’s freedom hinged on the 
release of the convicted Russian 
armed dealer Viktor Bout, also 
known as “Merchant of Death” by 
his accusers. 

This was a controversial trade 
that was heavily criticized. Bout is 
known as one of the most dangerous 
arms dealers in the world. Many don’t 
believe that this trade was justified 
because of the nature of his violent 
acts against humanity.

Personally, I feel as though 
Brittney’s celebrity status was an 
important factor in her release. 

It is also important to remember 
that we left a Marine in Russia and 
decided to bring Griner home. I am 
not expressing that I think we should 
have left her there. My question is 
how do you choose? After doing 
some research, I found out Griner 
and Marine Paul Whelan are not 
technically looked at as equal in the 
eyes of the Russian government. 

Russia was never going to give 
the United States Whelan back, they 
would only vow for Griner, and in 
return we released Bout who could 
definitely become more dangerous as 
time goes on. 

In my opinion, I don’t think 
anyone understands the impending 
threat we just gave back to Russia.

This fall, billions of soccer fanatics, sports lovers and passing observers united 
together in a love for competition amplified by the unrivaled, titanic impact the 
World Cup has all over the world.

The World Cup final also brought an end to one of the most controversial 
sporting events in recent memory. From the beginning, the mishandling of 
workers by the host nation of Qatar led to conversations about FIFA’s 
ethics and their history of corruption. 

This year’s World Cup has been 12 years in the making for the 
country of Qatar since they were selected as the host nation in 
December of 2010. Many doubted that the small Arab nation would 
be able to accommodate the stadiums, hospitality and services needed 
for a sporting event demanded for the World Cup.

With a population of only three million, Qatar’s issue was simply 
not having the manpower needed for constructing the infrastructure 
they were paying for.

To solve this problem, Qatar imported a two million person 
migrant workforce primarily from Southwest Asian countries, with 
this population making up roughly 95% of the total workforce for 
World Cup projects. 

Migrant workers were kept in inhumane housing conditions, 
denied medical care and faced malnutrition while working in Qatar. 
In total, The Guardian estimates that 6,500 migrant workers died 

while working on World Cup projects. 
Many deaths were caused from heat exhaustion while working in the scorching 

heat typical of Qatar’s summers which routinely reach 100 degrees fahrenheit. The 
World Cup was understandably moved from the summer, when it is traditionally 

held, to November to protect players and fans from the heat. 
Despite this decision workers still worked long hours over the summer 

with limited water breaks.  While FIFA admits the heat is too much for 
players and fans to handle, they also imply that the lives of thousands of 
workers are worth less.

How can FIFA get away with holding the tournament in Qatar despite 
the obvious dangers presented? While publicly FIFA has passionately 
supported they’re decision, the reality of the situation is they understand 
we as fans have no choice.

Our voices are drowned out by the sound of corruption and bribery 
rampant in FIFA as they capitalized on our passion and the unifying 
force that brings us together during the World Cup. 

The 2022 World Cup has already run its course, and we watched 
with the same feverish excitement despite knowing the human travesties 
it was built on. The lives of those lost this World Cup cannot be lost 
in the history of the tournament, and must be remembered for future 
generations to prevent a similar tragedy from happening.

Page 4 Del.Aware - December 22, 2022
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School News
By Colette Germain-norton

News Co-Editor

DV graduate Laurel Brower is 
currently living just outside of  New 
York City on Long Island working 
as an actress and model. Since 
graduating, Brower has starred in 
the Shorted Award nominated 
film “The Perfect Daughter,” 
worked on the sets of 
Paramount’s 
“Smile,” has 
been cast as t h e 
lead model for a 
new brand launch 
and much more.

Brower’s 
love for acting 
b e g a n w h e n 

she was very young. At 8 years old, Brower began 
attending theater camps where she discovered her 
talent and love for performance. When she entered 
high school, Brower decided she wanted to take 
acting more seriously and signed with 
a talent agency her sophomore year 
when she was 16.

“I have my love for theater 
because of the adrenaline and the 
work and relationships, and I just 
love to perform,” Brower said.

Her main focus is acting, but 
when her agency suggested she 
try modeling she found that she 
really enjoyed it. One of her most 
memorable moments as a model 
was getting to see herself on a huge 
billboard in Times Square for a brand 
launch in which she was the lead 
model. She is currently modeling for 
Reality Eyewear which is the biggest 

brand she’s worked for yet.
She is most proud of her work as an actress in 

the thriller short film “The Perfect Daughter,” where 
she plays the lead. Brower explains that she put so 

much hard work into 
her performance and is 
grateful for the learning 
experience.

She advises anyone 
considering acting or 
modeling to truly believe 
in themselves and not 
let others tell them what 
and what not to do.

“If you put 100% 
into it, you can do it,” 
Brower said.

Where are they now?: Laurel Brower
 

Brower worked as the lead model for 
the brand launch of Esecutivo. Photos 
from the shoot were featured on a 
huge billboard in Times Square.

By Hazel Buro 
World News Co-Editor

On Dec. 1, 
the AP Art History 
and AP Studio Art 
classes took a trip to 
the MET while the 
upper-level French 
students watched 
“Phantom of the 
Opera” on Broadway. 

The trip was a 
success according to 
both french teacher 
Mrs. Shannon Maino and art teacher Dr. Irene Lantz.

Dr. Lantz said that the art students were great and 
that she thought visiting the MET was “phenomenal.”

“The students got to see the work they were 
studying and saw in books. Some experienced 
Manhattan for the first time,” Dr. Lantz said.

Seeing “Phantom of the Opera” has been a 
longtime tradition in the French program. Typically, 

Mrs. Maino’s students would go to 
Broadway every other year, but because of 
COVID-19, the trips were put on hold. As 
Phantom’s time on Broadway is coming to an 
end, Mrs. Maino could not be more excited 
for her classes to go one last time.

“Despite difficulties in getting the trip 
arranged, I am happy with how it went. I 
think the students enjoyed learning about the 
‘Phantom of the Opera’ and its history,” Mrs. 
Maino said.

Planning the trip was not a smooth 
process though. Due to difficulties with 
finding a bus driver willing to drive in New 
York City, the two groups had to coordinate 

their trips and take the same coach bus.
It was hesitant whether or not the trips would 

happen at all until last minute. In the end though, all 
went as the groups hoped.

“The ‘Phantom of the Opera’ trip was a very fun 
experience to share with my classmates. It was good 
to spend some time out of the classroom while also 
still being in the French realm. I give the experience 
a 10/10 for the good memories and the play,” junior 
Trista Kuddar said.

French, art classes take on NYC
 Art students toured the MET, and French students watched the show in the Majestic Theater.

The “Phantom of the Opera” 
was performed at the Majestic 
Theater.

Contributed Photo

French students get excited for the 
show.

Hazel Buro/Del.Aware

AP Art History and AP Studio Art 
students enjoy the art at the MET.

Contributed Photo
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On Dec. 19, FBLA students 
hosted the Helping Hands 
event in the high school 
cafeteria, room M4 and the 
learning center. This event 
allowed parents to drop off 
their children, from grades one 
through four, in order to shop 
for the holidays. 

On Dec. 20, Combo 
11 students delivered 
cookies to Milford 
Senior Care residents 
for their Christmas 
party. While there, 
the group caroled 
throughout the building 
for about 30 minutes in 
order to spread some 
holiday cheer.
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Project “Giving 
Warmth” collected 
donations for local 
service stations. 
Classes and staff 
throughout the 
district volunteered 
to fill the bags which 
cost approximately 
$70.

The newspaper staff 
sold DV magnets in 
order to raise money 
to buy gifts for high 
school students 
in need. Junior 
Nicole Musselwhite 
and senior Nicole 
Steinberg shopped 
for gifts and 
wrapped them in 
class. 

Contributed photo
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The Early Childhood 
class’s preschool 
students met Santa 
in the Warrior Cafe on 
Dec. 20. The Culinary 
CTE students make 
lunch for the kids and 
their families.

Compiled by James Zayatz, Roxy 
Cauchi, Lucas Pauley and Maddie 
Gifford. 
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Community News

By Roxy CauChi

Arts & Lit Co-Editor

Located on West Main Street in 
Port Jervis, the Bagel Station Deli offers 
a variety of delicious breakfast and 
lunch foods at reasonable prices.

 Before customers walk in they are 
greeted by cartoon window drawings 
and a cafe-like atmosphere. The deli 
serves a variety of items such as breakfast 
platters, sandwiches, brunch and lunch 
specials, desserts and of course bagels. 

The workers there make ordering 
simple, and the service is fast. Their 
Mediterranean omelet which features 
feta cheese, tomatoes, onions and 
spinach is a great choice for a mid-day 
meal. The omelet was light and had a 
perfect balance of every ingredient. 

A popular item at the Bagel Station 
Deli is their timeless everything bagel, 
topped with cream cheese. The bagel 

was toasted to a light crisp, while the 
cream cheese provided a nice contrast to 
the warm bagel.

While the deli could use more 
seating, and more of a sit-down 
experience, their food was good. I 
would give it 4 out of 5 stars. Overall 
the Bagel Station Deli is recommended 
for a quick lunch trip. 

By Kat Quinn

Community News Editor 

Located right outside of Milford, 
Balch’s Fish Fry has become a local 
favorite for their wide variety of seafood. 

Although the menu is filled with 
tons of seafood options, they also offer 
a selection of other meat entrees such 

as chicken, steak, ribs and burgers. 
Before you order your main dish, there 
is a wide variety of appetizers you can 
choose from such as soups, salads and 
shrimp platters.

Most meals come with a choice 
of two sides that range from different 
kinds of potatoes, vegetables, french 
fries, sweet potato fries and onion rings. 
In the summer, the vegetables that are 
served are grown in the chef ’s garden 
located behind the restaurant. 

My meal, the stuffed flounder, was 
unlike other seafood entrees I have had 
before; it was full of flavor and not 
bland at all. The sides I chose were sweet 
potato fries and mashed potatoes. 

This seafood restaurant is open 
from 11 a.m.- 8 p.m. everyday except 
for Monday. They stay open until 9 p.m. 
on Saturdays.  The environment is cozy 
and calm, the waitresses are friendly and 
cooperative and the service is quick and 
efficient. 

Balch’s serves an extensive 
selection of seafood

Bagel Station Deli offers wide 
variety of menu options

By niCKi Musselwhite

Community News Co-Editor

The Pike County Chamber of 
Commerce hosted Milford’s annual 
tree lighting ceremony held on Dec. 
4, from 4:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. There 
was hot chocolate, sweets, as well as 
carolers from the Dingman Delaware 
Children’s Choir. 

Annual Milford tree lighting unites community 

Page 7

Port Jervis Bagel Station Deli 
offers all types of meals. 

Roxy Cauchi/Del.Aware

The flounder was full of flavor 
and served with two sides. 

Kat Quinn/Del.Aware

Throughout the night, Santa had 
helpers give out candy canes. 

Nicki Musselwhite/Del.Aware

Children meet Santa while 
eating cookies.

Nicki Musselwhite/Del.Aware

Citizens of Milford pose for a picture 
with Santa. 

Nicki Musselwhite/Del.Aware

The tree sparked the Christmas 
spirit in Milford.

Nicki Musselwhite/Del.Aware
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“What's your favorite holiday food?
Compiled By Sophia Ball

“What's your favorite holiday movie?”
Compiled By Tiffany Gonzalez

InquIrIng: HolIday edItIon InquIrIng: HolIday edItIon 
Page 8

What's your favorite holiday song?
Compiled By luCaS pauley

“Polar Express”
Alexis Grimes
Class of 2023 “Santa Clause 3” 

Hailee Grimes
Class of 2023

“The Grinch” 
Chad Fallen

Class of 2023

“Rudolph the Red-
Nosed Reindeer” 
Shawn Santise
Class of 2023

“Cookies” 
Aiden Black

Class of 2024 “Ham” 
Celi Denhalter
Class of 2023

“Sugar cookies”
 Niki Ruggiero
Class of 2023

“Spicy chicken 
patty” 

Xander Kelly 
Class of 2023

“Blue Christmas” 
Keegan Kaufmann

Class of 2023

“All I Want For 
Christmas Is You” 

Kristen Langelotti and 
Adyson Mosser
Class of 2025
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What'’s your favorite holiday tradition?
Compiled By niCole STeinBerG

What do you Want for Christmas? 
Compiled By hailey Kelly

InquIrIng: HolIday edItIon InquIrIng: HolIday edItIon 
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What's your favorite holiday song?
Compiled By luCaS pauley

“Frosty the Snowman” 
Sadie Fuchs

Class of 2024

“The Chipmunk Song 
(Christmas Don’t Be 

Late)” 
Nate Sheehan

Class of 2025

“Computer” 
John Calabria
Class of 2026

“Maui Jim Cruzem 
Sunglasses” 

Alex Corcoran
Class of 2024

“Money” 
Tyler Ingraham
Class of 2025

“Apple Pen” 
Madison Wehrle

Class of 2023

“Making Christmas 
cookies” 

Caroline Patire
Class of 2025

“Putting up the 
Christmas Tree” 

Christopher Devaney
Class of 2026

“Watching 
Christmas movies” 

Mia Friedman
Class of 2025

“Decorating” 
Noah Berrios
Class of 2026



H4



Page 10 Del.Aware - December 22, 2022

World News
By James ZayatZ 
World News Editor

On Dec. 8, two-time Olympian and U.S. 
basketball star Brittney Griner was released from a 
Russian penal colony in exchange for a high-profile 
Russian arms dealer. 

The dealer in question, Viktor Bout, nicknamed 
the “Merchant of Death,” was sentenced to 25 years 
in prison on April 5, 2012, on charges of conspiring 
to kill Americans and conspiring to provide material 
support to a terrorist organization.

The situation has sparked controversy among 
Americans due to the continued Russian detention 
of former U.S. marine Paul Whelan. Whelan was 
detained in 2018 upon accusations of espionage, in 
other words, spying. Many Americans are outraged 
that Griner was returned without Whelan. President 
Joe Biden addressed these concerns on Dec. 8 in the 
presence of Griner’s wife.

“This was not a choice of which American to bring 
home. Sadly, for totally illegitimate reasons, Russia is 

treating Paul’s case differently than 
Brittney’s,” President Biden said.

Griner was detained at an 
airport near Moscow, Russia on 
Feb. 17, 2022, for possession of 
less than one gram of cannabis 
oil in a vape cartridge. Russian 
authorities extended the basketball 
star’s detention on three separate 
occasions, delaying the start of her 
trial to July 1. After a weeks-long 
trial, Griner was given a nine-year 
sentence on charges of smuggling 
narcotics. 

Bout’s track record is far more 
extensive than Griner’s, with 
accusations of having supplied arms 
to groups such as Al-Qaeda and the 
Taliban. In 2008, he was ultimately 
apprehended in a hotel in Thailand, 
as a result of a sting operation 
conducted by the United States Drug Enforcement 

Administration (DEA). He was 
immediately extradited to the 
United States and convicted in 
2012. In 2005, a film titled “Lord 
of War” was released starring 
Nicolas Cage in the role of an 
illegal arms dealer, his exploits 
based primarily off those of Bout. 

“Today, one of the world’s 
most prolific arms dealers is being 
held accountable for his sordid 
past,” former Attorney General 
Eric Holder said upon Bout’s 
2011 conviction.

As of Dec. 9, Griner has 
landed back in the U.S. after 10 
months in Russian detention, 
and her family and team alike 
have expressed gratitude for her 
return.

WNBA star Brittney Griner released in prisoner exchange

By BoBBy Russo 
Staff Writer

Puerto Rican singer songwriter Bad 
Bunny was named the world’s most 
listened to artist on Spotify for the third 
consecutive year. 

In the past, no other artist had 
achieved that accomplishment 
on Spotify Wrapped. 
Behind him was Taylor 
Swift, in response to 
the release of her latest 
album “Midnights.” 
Finishing out the 
artist list for the 
year were Drake, The 
Weekend and K-pop 
group BTS.

Bad Bunny’s certified 
triple-platinum album 
sold more than three 
million copies, ahead 
of “Harry’s House” 
by Harry Styles and 

“SOUR” by Olivia Rodrigo. 
Every year since 2016, Spotify has 

released a list of the top streamed artists, 
giving fans the opportunity to observe 
which global artists, songs and music 
genres are the most popular at year’s 
end. 

Spotify Wrapped also provides 
information about listening habits to 

their users on its platform. The 
campaign has grown due to 
fans and listeners sharing their 
statistics on social media pages.   

For artists, Harry Styles 
had the most-streamed song 
this year, “As It Was,”streamed 
a total of 1.5 billion times 

in 2022, earning him 
over 1.5 million 

dollars.

Bad Bunny revealed as 
top artist of the year

Elon Musk reports losses 
after Twitter debacle 
By shaun Ryan 
Entertainment Editor

Elon Musk’s net worth fell from 
$340 billion to $168 billion as of 
last week. Bernard Arnault, the chief 
executive of luxury goods group LVMH, 
surpassed Musk in net worth.

Musk is known for being the 
majority shareholder in both Tesla and 
SpaceX, but his recent activity with 
Twitter has been affecting his assets. 

Musk bought out Twitter in a $44 
billion dollar deal in October. Since 
then, Twitter stock has plummeted, 
and employees have been laid off. Musk 
sold billions of shares in Tesla in order 
to fund his Twitter takeover. 

Musk bought Twitter with the 
promise of reforming the platform and 
advocating free speech. He introduced 
new means of obtaining a verified 
profile on Twitter. Users could pay $8 a 
month for a verified account. Recently, 

this system has been completely 
reformed after users abused the system 
and imitated people or companies. 

The controversy does not end there. 
Musk has added sleeping quarters in 
the Twitter headquarters, so employees 
could work more efficiently. Along with 
the new sleeping arrangement, over 100 
Twitter employees were either fired or 
quit. 

Tesla stock is down nearly 30% 
since Musk’s Twitter buyout: the 
lowest point in two years. Many Tesla 
shareholders have been dropping out of 
Tesla because of poor business decisions 
made by Musk. Another reason, 
according to economists, is Musk’s 
increasingly political and controversial 
statements. Last week he tweeted “My 
pronouns are Prosecute/Fauchi,” as a 
jab at Dr. Anthony Fauchi. 

Economists project that Musk 
could fall to the fourth richest person 
by the end of next year if losses persist.

Prior to her arrest, Griner 
also played basketball for an 
overseas team in Russia.

  Source: wikimedia commons



By Nicki Musselwhite 
Community News Co-Editor

Senior Shaun Ryan 
began his musical career 
at a young age. Entering 
the fourth grade, Shaun 
decided to start playing 
the bass in his elementary 
school’s orchestra. He 
continues to play the bass 
in the orchestra, band and 
jazz band.

He also 
dabbles in 
playing the 
guitar and the 
piano as well. 

“I had really 
good music 
teachers that 
I liked 

throughout my life,” Shaun 
said, “which made me 
enjoy [playing] it more.”

While he does not want 
a career in the music field, 
he does want to continue 
playing in college.

“Shaun has been a 
fantastic member of the 
band over the last four 
years. He always has a 
positive attitude and tries 
his hardest. He’s very 

talented on the bass 
and has been a staple 
in our low section for 
years. We’re definitely 
going to miss him 
when he graduates this 

year,” the middle school 
and high school band 

director, Mr. 
R i c h a r d 

B u l l o c k 
said.

By Colette Germain-Norton
News Co-Editor

Ever since she was a kid, junior 
Olivia Porter has been interested 
in art. She first discovered her love 
for art when she was in elementary 
school when she dreamed of 
becoming a fashion designer. 
Drawing dresses and designing 
inspired Olivia’s passion for art.

“I love the way that you can 
express yourself without being 
explicit about it. It’s very personal,” 
Olivia said.

Porter is most proud of her 
photography. Recently, she took 
photos of people she was thankful 

for, and they were featured in an art 
show.

When Porter begins a photography 
assignment, she first looks for 
inspiration in her surroundings and 
visualizes what she wants the end result 
to look like. She then starts to take 
photos, bringing her visualization to 
life. Throughout her high school career, 
Olivia has taken many art classes; this 
year she is enrolled in Digital Photo 
and Drawing One. She describes her 
form of art as abstract.  Olivia explains 
that to create art you cannot be too self 
conscious and encourages other artists 
and anyone considering art classes to 
just go for it.

“Whatever you create is yours, and 
it’s always great,” Olivia said.
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Spotlight Artist: Olivia Porter

Spotlight Writer:
Noelle Mastrocovi
By Nick Gelardi
News Editor 

Senior Noelle Mastrocovi 
has become a writer with 
an immense amount of 
talent and skill through her 
experiences throughout high 
school. She has challenged 
herself with rigorous classes 
such as AP English Language 
and Composition and AP 
English Literature and 
Composition, whilst planning 
to take Effective Writing next 
semester.

“Many struggled with 
a poetry essay they were 
assigned in AP Lit, but not 
Noelle. In fact, I chose her 
essay as a model for students 
to emulate,” Mr. Bryan 
Pol said. “Her writing was 
expressive, eloquent and 
indicative of someone who 
clearly understood the spirit 
and theme of the poem.”

Noelle has been exposed 
to a large amount of nonfiction 
through taking classes like 
these, and soon the genre 

quickly became her favorite. 
She credits her AP English 
Literature class this year as the 
course she feels has improved 
her writing skills the most in 
her entire high school career.

“I have gotten the most 
out of AP Lit with Mr. Pol 
because he sends back essays 
with edits,” Noelle said. 

Noelle’s first memory 
of writing was in Microsoft 
Word on her mom’s desktop. 
She is especially careful with 
her writing assignments, 
rewriting sentences many 
times until she deems them to 
be perfect.

“I approach writing with 
an open mind and very slowly. 
It requires precision, patience 
and breaking things down a 
lot,” Noelle said. 

Despite her writing skills, 
reading has always been her 
favorite element of literature. 
Her favorite genre is dystopian, 
but she enjoys reading other 
genres of literature and new 
books that she had not heard 
of before.

Arts & Literature
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This photo of Olivia’s grandmother was 
taken for her Digital Photography class 
in which she took photos of people she 
was thankful to have in her life.

Contributed Photo

Fashion      
Aware:

Ugly Sweaters
By Kat Quinn 
Community News Editor

“Ugly” sweaters, well known for 
their tacky, spirited designs, have 
been around for much longer than 
most people realize and have not 
always been intended to be ugly. 

These flashy Christmas sweaters 
were first known as “Jingle Bell 
Sweaters” and were made to be worn 
to spread joy around the holiday 
season. It was not until the 80s that 
they started to be worn by celebrities 
on TV, becoming more popular 
for different reasons. By the 2000s, 
“ugly” Christmas sweater parties 
were becoming the new trend. 
Since 2009, Jimmy Fallon has given 
out sweaters to 12 of his audience 
members each year, during his “12 
Days of Christmas Sweaters.”  

Similar to most fashion trends, 
these special sweaters have evolved 
throughout the years. They have 
gone from subtle designs of simple 
patterns, to being decorated with 
tinsel, pompoms and any Christmas 
figures you could think of. 

“Ugly” Christmas sweaters have 
become a holiday tradition for many. 
There are competitions, parties and 
even a national holiday for them, the 
third Friday in December.

Spotlight Musician: 
Shaun Ryan
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‘Violent Night’ provides a      
brutal twist on Christmas 

Entertainment
By Tiffany Gonzalez

Opinions Editor 

On Dec. 9, Solána Imani Rowe, 
otherwise known as SZA, dropped her 
newest album “SOS.” This is the first 
album she has released in five years. 
SZA is an R&B singer who started 
singing in the early 2010s. She was 
born in St. Louis, Missouris, 
a n d was raised in 

Map l ewood , 
New Jersey.  

This 
a l b u m 
soared 
t o 
No. 1 

on the 
i Tu n e s 
c h a r t 
a n d 
A p p l e 

M u s i c 

charts within two days of it being 
released. Fans have been anticipating 
this album for a long time and some 
would say it was worth the wait. 

SZA made the cover art a picture 
of her hanging off a diving board in 
the middle of the ocean, as this mimics 
a paparazzi shot of Princess Diana on 
a diving board during the last week of 
her life.

This album includes songs from 
the rock genre all the way to her 
expressing her emotions in a rough, 
heartfelt way. 

“SOS” is an album that expresses 
success, loss, pain and strength while 
getting deep in the rawness of reality. 

By lily CosenTino 
News Co-Editor 

“Violent Night” is a great movie with 
many twists and turns compared to the 
traditional Christmas movies. The movie 
was written by Pat Casey and Josh Miller. 
The movie stars David Harbour as Santa 
Claus, many may recognize him from 
“Stranger Things.”

From the original looks of the movie, 
Santa appears to be the 
villain but that isn’t 
the case. He ends up 
saving a family who is 
being held hostage.

I really enjoyed 
this movie because 
it brought back the 
meaning of Christmas. 
Santa has lost his 
positive outlook on 
Christmas because of 
modern day greed and 
ungratefulness.

Once Santa starts to feel like there is 
no hope for Christmas, he arrives at his 
next house which is a mansion and he 
thinks it’s just going to be his usual house 
but when he arrives he realizes the house 
is being broken into. He makes weapons 
out of anything he can find to help this 
family. 

What keeps Santa going is the young 
daughter, Trudy. She is a true believer 
in Santa which helped me reconnect 

and bring back the 
good memories to 
Christmas. I felt all my 
memories of the joy and 
excitement of leaving 
the milk and cookies 
for Santa; so excited 
to open presents the 
next morning. I would 
highly recommend 
over the break you and 
your friends or family 
go out and see this 
movie!Source: imdb

‘The Mean One’ does not live up to expectations 
amid holiday movie releases
By niCk Gelardi 
School News Ediitor 

Much was expected from “The Mean One” when 
it was first announced on Oct. 7, but upon its release 
on Dec. 8, the low-budget movie production and 
lackluster plot became evident to  viewers as it was 
considered a holiday movie blunder. Although the 
movie was labeled a parody and a horror movie by 
writers Flip and Finn Kobler and director Steven 
LaMorte, there is not much that was funny or 
scary about this strange Christmas film.

The premise of “The Mean One” is that 
in the town of Newville, the Grinch has 
been wreaking havoc on the town for its 
spirited festivities, killing a young Cindy 
You-Know-Who’s parents in the process. 
Struggling to come to terms with the tragedy 20 
years later, Cindy, played by Krystle Martin, 

returns to the town to get revenge on the Grinch by 
killing him. 

The movie consists of a relatively unknown cast, 
with the only notable cast member being David 
Howard Thorton, known for his previous experience 
as a killer in “Terrifier 2,” portraying the 

Grinch.  However, Thorton was unable 
to deliver on this occasion as the Grinch 
character fell flat on its face. Despite the 

Grinch’s notorious mannerisms, the 
comically unrealistic CGI blood and 

very dark lighting extinguished 
most of the fear-inducing 
qualities of the Grinch that the 

film tried to emphasize. 
The plot of the movie set up by 

the Kobler brothers sounds appealing, as 
all of the town of Newville is unaware 

of the Grinch’s mystical capabilities 

except for Cindy. This sets up a potential nice conflict 
with Cindy, a now tough and revengeful grown 
woman, and the blood-thirsty Grinch. 

However, the film failed to capitalize on this 
dynamic as the writers managed to make the Grinch 
feel like a side character. The Grinch is sparingly used, 
with the audience having to wait too long between 
notable moments of the Grinch in the movie. When 
he does show up, the close-ups and quick cuts  make 
the audience confused about what is happening. 

“The Mean One” failed miserably, with a few 
twisted Dr. Suess lines being the only comedic 
elements of the entire film. The film could only really 
be classified as a brutality, but the lazy and awful 
looking CGI effects show that there is little to enjoy 
about this movie, and even talented actors Thorton 
and Martin were unable to save it. 

SZA impresses listeners 
with second album 

Rating:
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Science & Technology
What’s in your food?: 
By Francesca antonecchia

Entertainment Co-Editor

The salty, crunchy, cheesy snack known as Cheetos 
is the number one cheesy snack in America and makes 
almost one billion dollars a year. Flamin’ Hot Cheetos 
is the top choice of all the flavors, its eaters range from 
school children to popular song writers. 

Richard Montañez, a janitor at Frito-Lay claims 
that he invented Flamin’ Hot Cheetos and charged 
fees of $10,000 and $50,000 for an appearance at 
stores. But based on records and interviews of Frito-
Lay employees, the real creators were a team of snack 
professionals starting in 1989, in the corporate offices 
of Frito-Lay’s headquarters in Plano,Texas.

This snack has been banned by certain school 
districts in California, Illinois and New Mexico  
because they are non nutritious and have caused kids 
to report gastrointestinal distress. 

The red flavor coating that has a high acidity 
level causes the stomach 
pH to change, irritating the 
lining of one’s stomach that 
contributes to the digestive 
distress that ultimately results 
in gastritis (inflammation of 
the stomach lining). Eating too 
much could set consumers up 
for ulcerations, erosions, possibly 
peptic ulcer disease, resulting in 
upper abdominal pain, nausea 
and vomiting.

The pain may not start for 
several hours, but when it does, it 
could last a long time because the 
fat in the snack slows down the 
digestion.

The puffy, melt-in-your-mouth texture tricks 

the brain into thinking that the food is low-calorie 
causing them to be “hyper palatable” 
with the combination of sugar, 
salt and fat. Flamin’ Hot Cheetos 
has 160 calories, 250 milligrams 

of sodium, 11 grams of fat and 1.5 
grams of saturated fat in a serving.

Even though Flamin’ Hot Cheetos 
can be dangerous, eating an abundance 
of spicy foods in general, could cause 
an existing stomach issue or create a 
new one. If the spicy snack is eaten in 
moderation, consumers have no need 
to worry about health risks.

New Alzhiemer’s            
medication sparks hope
By shaun ryan
Entertainment Editor 

 A new medicine has been 
developed for Alzheimer’s patients and 
may be a prominent step to curing 
the disease. Thousands of researchers 
met in late November for the annual 
Clinical Trials on Alzheimer’s Disease 
meeting held in San Francisco. 

The medicine is called lecanemab 
and was tested on over 1,800 
Alzheimer’s patients. Twentyseven 
percent of patients showed less 
decline in memory and thinking. 
Although this medicine seems to 
be a step in the right direction, 
the scientific community seems 
disputed over its effectiveness. 

Lecanemab is not easy to 
administer. Patients are required 
to attend infusions twice a 
month for the drug to take its 
full effect. Lecanemab itself is an 
expensive drug; many Alzheimer’s 
researchers doubt its accessibility. 
Along with this, side effects 

include brian swelling and bleeding. 
The effectiveness of the drug is 

unclear as well. Many researchers 
claim that the effects of lecanmab are 
negligible, while other researchers 
counter that any progress is a step in 
the right direction. 

“If you can slow the decline, even 
a small amount, you will really start 
to see an impact at the economic and 
medical level,” Professor Giovanna 
Mallucci, former center director of the 
UK Dementia Research Institute said. 

App review: VSCO
By LiLy cosentino
News Co-Editor 

VSCO is a free app that allows users 
to upload a photo from their camera roll 
and edit it right on their phone.

 It has many different features, but 
some of the features 
are for members 
only which costs 
$7.99 a month, 
which can be an 
inconvenience to 
some users. Users 
can crop their 
pictures and add 
the coloring effects 
that they need for 
free.

Once they edit 
their photos, they 
can share them on 
VSCO with their 
friends to see what 
they’ve been up to 
or view some of their recent pictures. 
When you see a friend’s post, users can 
reshare the post to their friends or users 
can favorite the picture. 

There is also the effect where you 

can record a “dsco” in which you take 
the video, and VSCO does the editing 
for you. 

This is a great app for inspiring 
photographers looking to share their 
work with other people while learning 
how to crop and edit their pictures. You 

could challenge 
your friends to 
upload weekly 
and see who has 
the best pictures.

“I like 
creating pictures 
for my account 
and using the 
filters available. I 
like that you can 
share the pictures 
with your friends 
without having 
to worry about 
the number of 
likes you get,” 
junior Gabi

                           Cicileo said.

Lecanemab can slow symptoms of 
Alzheimer’s.

Source: npr.org

Flamin’ Hot Cheetos

Source: googleplay

VSCO is a great app to edit pictures 
to share with friends, but has waned 
in popularity.
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Sports
By AidAn McBride 
Sports Editor

On Dec. 7, the Pennsylvania 
Interscholastic Athletic Association 
(PIAA) officially approved NIL deals 
for high school student-athletes. This 
means student athletes in Pennsylvania 
are now able to make monetary profit 
off of their names, image and likeness.

The PIAA’s new amendment allows 
high school student athletes to enter 
into NIL deals that include “commercial 
endorsements, promotional activities, 
social media presence, product or 
service advertisements and unique 
digital items/assets,” according to the 
PIAA’s new policy.

Pennsylvania is now the 20th state 
that allows NIL deals for high school 
student athletes. Some states that allow 
NIL deals at the high school level 
include New Jersey, New York and 
California. 

This approval comes about a year 
and a half after the NCAA allowed their 
collegiate athletes to make profit off of 
their names, image and likeness. For 
a long time, paying collegiate athletes 

was a controversial topic, as in the past, 
former collegiate athletes like football 
player Todd Gurley II was suspended 
in 2014 for accepting money from 
autographs and memorabilia when 
he was playing at the University of 
Georgia. 

Social studies teacher Miss Marielle 
Cavallaro, who played field hockey for 
DV and Saint Francis University, and 
now coaches field hockey and softball 

at DV, is not in favor of the PIAA’s new 
policy.

“I was against the approval for 
NIL deals at the college level,” Miss 
Cavallaro said. “It promotes a bias 
against female sports.”

Miss Cavallaro believes that the 
unequal spin on college sports will also 
occur at the high school level with the 

new NIL rules. She also believes that the 
addition of the NIL rules will change 
the purpose of high school sports.

“Most kids play high school sports 
for the love of the game,” she said. “By 
having the ability to make money, it 
will add pressure from parents, coaches 
and brands, and some kids will play 
and perform for personal glory rather 
than for the love of the game.”

DV football player Paulie Weinrich 
believes that the new NIL rules are a 
good thing for student-athletes.

“It is a good way for an athlete 
to promote themselves into getting 
recruited,” Weinrich said.

Michael Knapp, a 2022 DV 
graduate and a former DV baseball 
player, found the approval to be “a little 
bizarre.”

“My stance is that name and 
likeness should be like an endorsement 
deal where if the school can make 
money off of their name, they should 
be compensated,” Knapp said. “As far as 
athlete payment, I don’t think athletes 
should be paid just for playing on a 
team like it’s their job.”

Collegiate Update: Mark Cavallaro

PIAA approves new NIL rules for HS athletes 

By BoBBy russo 
Staff Writer

2021 DV graduate, Mark 
Cavallaro, is playing on the Division 
III soccer team at Anna Maria College. 
He is a sophomore currently playing 
center back on defense. He’s been a 
mainstay in the lineup; he started 
almost every game in his two seasons 
there. Despite his performance, his 
team had a down year, finishing eight 
games below .500. 

His routine stays the same 
throughout the year: getting up at 
6:30 a.m, going to the gym and lifting. 
After his workout, he goes to class, 
eats lunch and practices from 3 to 5 
p.m. 

On game days, it’s a bit different. 
On the weekends, brunch doesn’t 
start until 11:30, meaning he barely 
has enough time to eat breakfast 
before he leaves. His alternative is a 
protein bar and water, 
a common pre-game 
“meal.” 

After his games, 
he goes out to eat with 
his team, driving 
back to campus 
a f t e r w a r d . 
Then, he eats 
dinner, his last 
meal for the 
day, before 
finally resting 
up for the night. 

Mark has some advice for 
students in high school trying to 
become college athletes. He states, 
“Market yourself, [and] do things 
that others don’t want to do. Be a 
good student in the classroom– you’ll 
certainly get noticed.” he said. 

Once the season comes to a close, 
Mark takes a two-week break to fully 
recover from a long season. After 

the break, he slowly gets back 
into his routines and practices. 
Mark says it definitely is more 
of a grind in college, but it 
gets easier to become better 
at the college level with all the 
resources around him. 

Wrestling starts 
strong in first
tournament 
By AidAn McBride 
Sports Editor 

On Dec. 10, the girls wrestling 
team competed in a tournament at 
Quakertown Community High School. 
According to head coach Evan Bates, it 
was a successful tournament and gave 
him optimism for the rest of the season.

Senior Sarah Seltzer placed first, 
junior Samantha Monroe and freshman 
Wert Walzer placed second, sophomore 
Andrea Boronow placed third, freshman 
Lydia Lumpkin and sophomore 
Juliet Fitzpatrick placed fourth and 
sophomore Kristen Langelotti placed 
sixth. 

For a sport to be PIAA sanctioned, 
there needs to be 100 participating 
schools. As of right now, there are 85, 
according to coach Bates. Even though 
the sport is not PIAA sanctioned, that 
does not stop the wrestlers from doing 
what they love. 

“This is a hardworking group of 
girls,” coach Bates said. “They have all 
grown a love for the sport, and they 
want to be taken seriously. They’re 
fighting for respect.”

“She [Sarah] is a leader through and 
through. She does her best in every 
match, which is difficult to do at this 
level.”             
 - Head coach Evan Bates

Spotlight Athlete

“I don’t think athletes should be 
paid for just playing on a team like 
it’s their job.”                
           

 -DV graduate Michael Knapp

Sarah Seltzer, SENIOR
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Spotlight 
Athletes

Cheer 

“Alexis is a very determined 
top girl and works very hard 
to master difficult stunts and 
to motivate her teammates.” 
- Head coach Jen Marchetti

 “He rebounds, assists and 
takes care of the ball.” 
-Head coach Kris Holtzer

Boys Basketball

Girls basketball loses 38-17 to Mountain View

By Sophia Ball 
Sports Co-Editor 

Starting their season with a 4-0 
record, the boys basketball team defeated 
Port Jervis with a score of 46-35 on Dec. 
14. Senior Jake Brower led the team with 
16 points, and Senior Ronnie McManus 
had nine points.

“Right now, we’re good, but we can 
get a lot better, so we are just trying to get 
better everyday,” head coach Kris Holtzer 
said. 

McManus made all four of his free 
throw attempts and senior Tyee Irving 

played well defensively and 
made three of four free throws 

“They [Port Jervis] have 
three kids who shoot the ball 
well and are really athletic, so we 
had to make sure that we guarded 
them,” coach Holtzer said.

Junior Chris U’Glay scored 
seven points and sophomore 
Isaiah Berrios scored three points. 
Brower made two three pointers, 
and McManus and Berrios had one 
each. 

“To go on the road, even 
though it’s just five minutes 

away and come to an environment 
like this, they really wanted this 
game badly, so I am happy our 
kids responded,” coach  Holtzer 

said. 
The Warriors take on East 

Stroudsburg North tomorrow at 1 p.m. in 
the high school gymnasium. Spectators 

are encouraged to wear Christmas-
themed attire.

Warriors shutdown Port Jervis Raiders

“Jordan has stepped up 
to handle ball handling 
responsibilities and is a key 
defensive player for us.”
-  Head coach Lindsay Duffy

Girls Basketball

By Tiffany Gonzalez 
Opinions Editor 

On Dec. 3, the competition cheer 
team got the bid to Disney Nationals at 
the Pocono Regionals competition at the 
PPL Center in Allentown. The team hit 
a perfect zero routine, which means they 
had no deductions. 

On Dec. 11, the team qualified for 
States when they came in second place 
at Wilkes Barre Area High School, PIAA 
District II Champions competition.  

States will take place on Jan. 27 and 28 
at Giant Center in Hershey, Pennsylvania. 

“This season is already going so well for 
us, and I am so excited for the opportunity 
to compete in Hershey, as well as Disney,” 
junior Alyssa Callanan said.

The team’s first competition was at 
Voorhees High School on Nov. 12  when 
the black squad placed first and the white 
squad placed fourth. Continuing with 
their competitions, they traveled on Nov. 
20 to Randolph, New Jersey where they 
placed first. 

Their next competition is on Jan. 7 at 
Minisink Valley High School. They will 
also host a home competition on Jan. 15 
in the high school gymnasium.

Competition cheer advances to States
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By lucaS pauley 
Editor in Chief

On Dec. 13, the 
girls basketball team 
lost to Mountain View 
by a score of 38-17. 

In the first half, 
the Warriors were able 
to keep the game close, 
going into halftime 
losing by 13 points. 
They failed to capitalize on a low scoring 
third quarter by Mountain View, not 
scoring in the third quarter themselves.

Scoring was led by sophomore Ciara 

Newton with nine 
points, going five 
for seven from the 
freethrow line. 
Freshman Jordan 
Dickerson added 
four points while 
juniors Emma 
Dolcemascolo and 
Kat Quinn added 
two.

Newton said 
that the key to opening up the offense 
is finding more opportunities by passing 
and shooting the ball.

Dickerson also led the team in 

rebounds with three along with sophomore 
Keira Lazzaro adding two.

Staying at .500 through their first 
four games, they are now trying to carry 
their early momentum throughout the 
rest of their season.

An important aspect of the game they 
hope to build on throughout the season is 
team chemistry.

“Keeping our team bond together, 
not taking what we do on the court and at 
practice personal,” Lazzaro said. “[Against 
Mountain View] we definitely could have 
talked more and had more of a team bond 
because we weren’t connecting.”

Alexis Grimes, SENIOR 

Ronnie McManus, SENIOR

Jordan Dickerson, FRESHMAN

The cheer team placed second at 
their last competition on Dec. 11.

Contributed Photo

Sophomore guard Keira Lazzaro 
drives past her defender.

Hazel Buro/Del.Aware
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Spotlight 
Athletes

 Boys Wrestling

“He is a team leader so when 
he is doing well, everyone 
follows his example.”
- Head coach Lou DeLauro

“She has been working very 
hard at practice and swam 
an event she’s not used to 
swimming in order to secure 
our win against Stroudsburg.”
- Head coach Chelsea Shatt

Girls Swim, Dive

Warriors tie with Stroudsburg in season opener

By Cassandra JoyCe 
Sports Co-Editor 

On Dec. 9, the girls swim team 
beat Stroudsburg 49-45, kicking off 
their season with a 1-0 record. 

The Warriors competed in 11 
events during their meet and placed 
top two in them all. The meet began 
with the 200 yard medley relay team, 
consisting of sophomores Maya 
Sussman and  Olivia Cruz and juniors 
JoAnn Jagger and Anaya Ruiz, placing 
first with a time of 2:07.05. 

With a time of 1:54.99, the 200 yard freestyle relay team of Cruz, Jagger, 

Ruiz and sophomore Payton Yakupcin 
took first place.  

Ruiz and Jagger both placed first in 
individual events as well. Ruiz placed first 
in the 500 yard freestyle with a time of 
6:02.80, beating the closest competitor 
by almost 18 seconds. Jagger placed first 
in the 100 yard butterfly with a time of 
1:08.03. 

“Our team is doing much more 
swimming than they have in the past two 
years because of COVID-19,” head coach 
Chelsea Shatt said. “They are doing well 
with it and are very good at supporting 
each other.” 

Girls swim defeats Stroudsburg to start season 

“He is one of the hardest 
workers in the pool, and he 
has been an amazing leader.”
- Head coach Chelsea Shatt

Boys Swim, Dive

By FranCesCa antoneCChia 
Entertainment Co-Editor 

On Dec. 13, the wrestling team 
dominated the match against Hazleton 
Area High School winning with a final 
score of 65-0. 

Head coach Lou DeLauro said even 
though there was a big difference in 
teams, the Warriors took an aggressive 
approach from when they faced Nazareth 
Area High School, a top 25 team in the 
country, on Dec. 10. The Warriors used 
that aggressive style against Hazleton to 
keep scoring points.

Seniors Jesus Cuevas, AJ Dierksen, 

CJ Walton, Brennan Colville and 
sophomore Luke Brazanskas 
all gained points for the 
team from takedowns.

Cuevas pinned his 
opponent during the 
second period at 3:56. 
Dierksen pinned his 
opponent during the first 
period at 1:14, being the 
quickest pin for the team.

On Dec. 28 and Dec. 
29, the team will compete 
at the Hurricane Classic 
located at Bethlehem 
Liberty High School.  The 

Hurricane Classic is one of the top 
10 wrestling tournaments in the 
country. 

“We are a veteran team,” coach 
DeLauro said. “That leadership 
is definitely a positive, definitely 
a strength.”

The team will face Easton Area High 
School tomorrow at 7 p.m. in the high 
school gym. All spectators are encouraged 

to wear an ugly Christmas sweater. 

Wrestling defeats Hazleton 65-0
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By shaun ryan 
Entertainment Editor 

On Dec. 9, the boys swim and 
dive team had their first meet of the 
season, and tied with Stroudsburg 
with a score of 47-47.

The boys competed in 11 
events, beginning with a 200 yard 
relay. Sophomore Liam Fass, junior 
Matthew O’Connell and seniors Keith 
Sublett and Jake Manning placed first 
with a time of 1:51.19. The same relay 
team placed first in another 200 yard 
race, with a time of 1:40.74.

Senior Tyler Ingraham placed first 
in the 500 yard freestyle with a time of 
5:43.47, outscoring Stroudsburg in the 

event. Fass placed first in the 100 yard 
backstroke at 1:03.5 minutes. 

Stroudsburg claimed points 
in many of the individual events, 
causing them to close the gap with the 
Warriors. 

“We are back to swimming more 
yardage and working together like we 
were pre-covid. I think the boys are 
going to see times they didn’t know 
they had in themselves by the end of 
the year,” head coach Chelsea Shatt 
said. “They are already swimming at 
impressive times for this early in the 
season.”

AJ Dierksen, SENIOR

Anaya Ruiz, JUNIOR

Jake Manning, SENIOR

Junior Anaya Ruiz and sophomore  
Payton Yakupcin were a part of 
the 200 yard medley relay team 
that took first place in the match.

Cassandra Joyce/Del.Aware

Senior Keith Sublett is one of two seniors 
on the 200 yard relay team that placed 
first against Stroudsburg. 

Lily Cosentino/Del.Aware
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